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The Fireflies

Here in the highlands, when the long rains\ae and in the first week of June nights begin to be cold, we get tt
fireflies in the woods. On an evening you will see two or three of them, adventurous lonely stars floating inriseglear a
and lowering, as if upon waves, or as if curts@yntpat rhythm of their flight they lighten and put out their diminutive
lamps. You may catch the insect and make it shine upon the palm of your hand, giving out a strange light, a mysterious
it turns the flesh pale green in a small circle roudrteeinext night, there are hundreds and hundreds in the woods.

For some reason they keep within a certain height, four or five feet, above the ground. It is impossible then not to |
that a whole crowd of children of six or seven years, amnegrtimoiugh the dark forest carrying candles, little sticks dipped i
a magic fire, joyously jumping up and down, and gamboling as they run, and swinging their small pale torches mel
woods are filled with a wild frolicsome &fed it is all perétly silent. FromOut of Africa, by Isak Dinesen

Sincemy first reading fOudt of Afri cad rddumédmayy yeiames ago, | $ @&k eDi n
fireflies inthe Ngong Hills oKenyal had never imagined thaeflies lived in Africd.astyear we camped in an acacia forest
in Shaba National Pars night fell the firefliemappeared. Hundreds and hundreds of tRemwo nights, wevatched their
glimmering dance.Wwas not difficult tamagine children nming through the woodsith candleandit wasll perfectly silent.

Learning As We Go

Our first safarin 2002introduced us to Africand to thespectacularly beautiful countfyKenya.As wepackedfor
homeafter 3 exciting, romantic weeks oftwhathoughtofaa o once i n a | urduied, Mikedd@wvreacr,p €
as ked oiafd owd 6 ddur enthbsastid b evasithe beginning ofir friendshipvith Mike ad the birth of Friends
of Kenya Schools and Wildli@ne school becameur, and then fived0 A f ew st ud ebetamessevendginar s |
then, vith the generous support miany @nors, FKSW has helped bullshursery schools, 4 toilersd2 outdoorkitchens
We supporta school lunch prograthat feeds 58 nursery stotdedailyand ve 6 v e  pcleanwiatelee Adcommunities.
These argust some of the projedtsn whi ch wedve been involved.

In the beginning,®k n e w n ot hdomnwunityl ke ov e tl o o raducating oselves has be@nportant We 6 v e
learned thatame t i mes it 8 s n oohlyoererthing@uhprinhaymidsioncisute prowide education to children in
rural communitieBut when children are hungry orsichey candt |bedaets,nfaod addd cebntwater bexame ,
critical. When pareit donodt have t he measthwol agedhildrengrgpoout tof s¢chdoktcare for a m
younger siblings whilbe parent$ook for work or the childrergo to work themselves. When it comes to survival, income
generation is a greater priptitanschool

We 6 v e | e ahe mpodtanee lménpotverinng people, of not giving free handmdef making sure thatrojects
are locally owned and implementéfdwebuild a school, it isurs If the communibyilds a school, it theirsWe maygive
support with materiand other resourcdsut the communitynust make a contributiptoo, perhapghroughthe provision
of land labor, oexpertise

We 0 v e that aftengherd is talent, ingenuity and motivation in people jusigMaitbe sparked by a nilga, a
few dollarssome raw materials or a bit of trainitjth great joy, we watch projects and pepphlefar beyond anything we
could have imagined. Please join us now for an update on some of these exciting actiyiiies and %1
for a brief summary of our trip to Kenya earlier this year. ./,

T he Adventure Begins

John and | arrived in Nairobh Dec. 29fwo days after thpresidential electiolVe
watched the announcement of the dubious resultslevisiorand the swearing irf the
incumbent President, the Honorable Mwai Kibaki, moments $asre hotelstaff
supportersof oppositioncandidate, Raila Odingaere visibly upseind wereeager to
participate in a mass demonstration calleN ®w Y e a r 0is UhHrwy RarkDrigiryg "
past the parkhe next morning, we sahetGeneral Service Unit Police in full riot,gea
standing? feet apart, ringing thpgark No one was allowed to cross the line. The Cenitr
Business District was empty of vehicles and pedpitwrs were waed not to venture ® 8
outside of their hotels and to consider leaving the country. We were concerned that our fa
and friends would worgbout usand that the 7 people who were due to join us soon from:
Oregon would have a difficult decision to mhkéwe were not afraidVe decided to go
ahead with our plan to visit the communities at Kachuru-Ssasouru Complex, Lake & &
Baringo and Edonyio Sidai. Challa Adulai

SchdarshipRecipiat at Kachuru



Kachuru
We | ef't Nairobi on New Y e&huduand Ipaeph
Mbuchoand a aafull of camping gear. After having an unexpected adventure «

~

first day with our car (called 0

necessitated an overnight in a roadside hotel in Narowdatrjved at the village ¢ *
Kachuru about the net afternoonHeadmaster Joseph Muthee and the membe *

the school committee showed us ibey school kitchen the community built w

FKSW supportvhere ooks preparéunch for the 80 nursery school children e
day We visitedvith the families ofhe 10 studerst receiving scholarships, and 1 £

headmaster gave us reports on their attendance and schaxwodmmitmentt
Kachuru is ta@wontinue with the studestholarships

The following is an excerpt from a letter 1 Wnotes lg@timdate, so James droveaus
short distance from the schow a
grove of acacia te@here we could se
up camp for the nighiss we unpackec
our tents and camping gehe children

from the village begam arrive. They camc

HAeadhéasterMut

fal)

‘Bwna PMantis

quietly, whispering to eachhet. ®me stopped just at the edge thie
campsite arms interlaced, eyes wide. Others came closer, not talking, &
watching our every move. A flaund vantage points in the bushes at the edge
of our camp, perhaps thinking that the foliage would hitteptbeence. A
group ofthree boysvalked right in with the most amazing praying mantis on
the end of a stick. I&' long bodyesembled a twig with leaves attadtight
greenwith pink on the insides of its front artibsyould rear up on its hind &g
andlunge at any movement.

One young man climbed a nearby tree and watched us from above.

smiling little boy danced with a necklace of beati®ped to selield out in front of himandout of sighta voicesang

"Madame Gwen, Madame Gwen, giveam#squit (cookie),please." As the light faded, Headmaster Joseph and Al
Dulachathe Chairmanof the school committearrived with a request angother man, on his way to collect firewood,

stopped at the edge of the clearing and statzhindgor quite awhile, saying nothing

Joseph prepared a wonderful meal of fried fish, kale andsugalisat eatingfull moon rose from behind the hills and
the hyenabegan to howl. Fireflies danced around the perimeter of ouN¢akgpt the kerosenenkgrn and the campfire

burning through the niglst in case the hyenas decided to pay us a visit, but in the rlamésmgwas suteat he had
heard oneniffingoutside the tent he and Joseph shailonly had one early mornlng V|S|tor anothzewblod collector

who must have thought that the best firewoodingadea 10 footradiusof our
camp After breakfast, @packed the car adoveout past the Kachuru Nurser
the school FKSW built thi the community in 2005. The 8ftudents were

beginmg the day with a song... a stark contrast to our first visit here in 200 &

there was no school and children

WasecSamburu Compl ex, Archerds Po
An hour later, at the east gate of Shaba National Parickee up a
Kenya Wildlife Serviégangerwho climbedon the roof of the car for the ride t
Waso Nursery School. Wild and remote, this is some of the most starkly t
land in Kenya. Nursery teacher, Luginia Akiru and other community me
wer on holiday until the following wedbkut Gregory Lesasa, a member of tr

school committee, showed us the new toilets and kitchen built by the con = =
with funds provided by FKSW. We visited with the parents of eight of tt =
scholarship recipient®ur commitment here is to continue to provide stuc

scholarships.

Back inShabad\ational Parkwe selected a lovely camp site on the b
of the Ewaso Nyiro River and on the way to retrieve a second ranger whc
help guard our camp duringetnight, we saw elephants, hyena, cape bu -
antelope, zebra and a pair of cheetah coming out for their evening/du
returned to camp o r J delcoys beifsstew and riaecold Tusker, arstept

Children at Waso Nursery
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Edonyio Sida
On January 5th, we were back in the car with Jame & -_E . s T .
Joseph for the& hour drive to the Edonyio Sidai Nurse w
Schoolsouth of Nariobi on the edge of the Great Rift Valley =
crowd was waiting to giws a tour of thechoolFKSW helped \
build last springandf whi ch we 6 d sircait
was completedh second classroom hsiacebeen addednd
there was a rousing church service in progféss 10 |
scholarship recipients were there withr flaeilies, and aftel |
talking and takinghotos, we gathered in the classroom §
remember Mike Lawrence, our former parther who was
inspiration for the developments in this communiQur
commitment in this village it continue the school
sponsorsips.

KirepariVillage, Lake Baringo

On Januargh we leftfor Lake Baringo4 hours awayand the community &%, ¢
of Kirepari, formerly called Ldnbaro Because of continuing insecudty g%
Longicharo, members of the village m@exthanentlyo nearbyKokwa Island T
last yearThey settled abne end of the island nessmehot springs callec
Kirepari, and so took this name for tlevvillage.They had not been able 1
bring much with them, and so began again, almost from scraleinuBgpf
this yep most of the community had rebuilt their homesnagl settling in to
the newlocation.

The relocation did provide some benefits. A governnmeetlical &=
dispensarystaffed by nurse Stella Lenguss short walk away. Theimary f;
students attend thiiokwa Primary Schoolyhich is much closer than the V
previous school. And the site is lovely. k

The communityasked us tbelp build a new nursery school, and so \ T:
materials salvaged from the sttiool at Longicham@nd new materials that w "~
purchaed, they began construction 2 days after we arrived.dubhaynew
toilet and cleared an area for a soccer field just down tHeKBMW also Rotet Kasale and her father Abrafdedonyio Sid
suppliedumberfor 20desks and benchaisd a desk and chair f@race, pms
the teacherpencils, exercise boaksd curriculum materials; salary
Grace and Rhoda, the cook; and food for the lunch prograngave
scholarship funds to the parents of thes@@nsoredthildren We had
hoped to implement our Rotary Matching Grant water filter project :
beginniig of Januarybut it was put on hold because of the conflict.

Last December,we helped sponsoa group of teachers an
communitymembers a wedéng field trip to the BusiAgricultural
Training Center and farms in Ugareere they learned aboutetaple
gardening, raising local chicken, bees, silk worms, dairy cattle anc
They saw tree nurseries and afueb program. Quite a few of th
participants had never been that far from home, and they proud &,
friends and family when they reed that they wenmgow international | = i
travelers! The trimspired thegroup and FKSW donated funds towar TeacheGrace Koinale and students sing in front of the new sch
the cost of their education and accommodation at the colleges
Teacher Grace and several of the women started a chicken pfoje
after returning homerd eventually will be able to sell bot
chickens andggs.

We are committed to furthelevelopmentt Kirepari.The
next projects will be to installwater tankext tothe nursery to
collect rain water and to build an outdoor kitdberthe school.
The women are eager to plant a community garden and the me
meet to discuss thereationof a beekeping enterprise. There is
interest in silkworm production with the eventual goal of learnin
spin and weee to produce products for sal&e havepromised to
supportany studenberewho needs a primary school scholarsh
and in September, will add 30 students to the 28 we already suppcrt

New Kirepari Nursery School



Molo
Our next destinations wevtnlo and the smaller town of Elburgarhich lie in
a lovely agricuiral area in the highlands of western Kenya. The residents a
predominantly farmer$here is poverty herergely due tthe fact that the timber
industry, on which these towns were built, crashed tivbdrees that fed the
sawmills wergone Sincethe early 90s, Molo has been troubled by politics resulting
in conflicts between the 3 main ethnic groups, the Kikuyu, Kalenjin an@ihigsii
was one of the areas of maj~r
disturbance after the elections, &
during our time here, we witness
some of tle trouble.
We hadplanned to visit sever:
agricultural projects supported by t
Network for EceFarming in Africa
(NECOFA), includingthe 4K Club School Garden Projeghich FKKSW
supportsAs it turned out, werere able to visit only 2 of thechoas and had
to cancel meetings with other grobpsause it was unsaféd®inthe areasi
which they operatetlVe attended a training &t . Bredanos
with staff and studentsn school gardenand watched the students use tt
new learningp create a storey gard€hey filleda large woven plasbag with st . Bredanés Primary Sch
soil and planted kale, tomatoes and onions in holes they punched in the siaes.
Wemet one dayith NECOFA to solidify our partnership and John conductediag uickbooks workshopr fstaff
from NECOFA, Michinda Primai§chooland 2 other NGOs.
Our lodging in Molo waa little house on the grounds of Michinda Primary School. The one bedroom dwelling |
electricity andunning watepiped in from dore hole in the backyaBehindthe housea small twooom buildingcontained
our pit toiletin one roormand battroomin the other. W brought watdreatedn the house for bath€abbage and kale from
the school garddmecame dinner alomgth potatoes, onions, carr@isd pumpkindeaves thatve bought in the markat
town. Every morning, goung man brought us fresh milk from the school fdaigur coffeeAside from amidnight visit by
a millionsiafusafari anjswho came into the houkmking for something to eamnd coverethe walls in the kitchen and our
bedroom for about an hour, our nights were fairly peaceful.
Molo Wool Project
We spenta wonderfulday withmembers oftheKar unga Wo
Group, participats in the Molo Wool ProjeclThe womerdemonstragd
their skis in spinning, weavinglyeingand knittingand weadmiredthe
antelopes, chameleons, small pigs with curly tdileracodiles with
knitted teethSchacht Spindle Company in Boulder, COvardbers o&
Eugene spinning groupad donated loomghat we pesented to the
women, who were thrilled and gratefukrilve shared a delicious lunch
they had prepared
ChairladyBeatrice Kamahasjust
completeda month ofclasses to lean
weaving wittcotton, wool, and sisa
Shewill teach others the skills $tees
o learnedto increase the diversibf
skillsin the3 w o ngeompdnyolved
in this projectDuringthe past year, we haveen able tgserd $8,000back to Kenya
from sales of theiwonderful knittecnimals. With those funds, they pay school fee
their children and are able to btiyer necessitiésr their families.
Scenes from the Interior
We spent most of one day touring the a#asted by the conflick steady strean
of peoplemovedwith their possessions and livestock in donkey, gackups, and larg
trucks, fleeing destroyed homes, or leaving before danger struckpdlith escort
from the General Service Unit, we drove through what had once been a small
center. Nothing remained of the shops and people were pickinght the debris tc
remove the corrugated iron sheets that had been walls and roofs. We visited t
wherethe ownershad been working with NECOFA to raise indigenous trees
mushroomsOnehome had been torched the night before and was stilesnpld

Michinda Primary Schodds with FKSWIlogo

Spinners fronmGfag unga

Our GSU escort standing in front of the burned
out business center
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