
 

                                                                                        

 Summer Safari                          November 2016  
 We had a great trip to Kenya in August. Three members of our Eugene 
Metropolitan Rotary Club and four young people from Kenya Dream, a 
non-profit organization in California, joined us for two very busy weeks. 
Students at Cupertino High School founded Kenya Dream in 2010 to 
support education in Kenya. Since 2011, the “Kenya Dreamers” have funded 
several projects at Kachiuru, including 30 primary school scholarships for 
children in that community. Their donations were matched by the Rotary 
Club of Cupertino and by the Rotary Foundation to create a grant that 
provided funding for a school lunch program, toilets, a community garden, 
two medical camps, school desks, renovation of classroom floors, clean 
water, chickens for meat, eggs and for sale and sanitary napkins for many 
girls.  On this trip, they also contributed $700 as partial salary for a nurse at 
Kokwa Island. The Dreamers have done so much more than simply dream, 
and the Kachiuru community and students, whose own dreams have been 
fulfilled through their support, welcomed them with open arms. 
 

Kachiuru     
Medical  D ispensary  

Upon our arrival at Kachiuru, we felt excitement in the air.  The feeling grew as 
Head Teacher Samuel Mutabari led us to the site of the new dispensary. Piles of sand 
for the concrete and stones for the walls awaited use.  Four men, seated on large stones 
in the hot sun, made gravel for the bed on which the concrete foundation would be 
laid.  With heavy mallets, they splintered rocks secured in a loop of old tire rubber 
placed on a larger stone. A seemingly endless job, the piles grew slowly. Some of our 
group tried their hand at the task and quickly decided it wasn’t as easy as it looked.  

After our tour, we met with the Board of Management (the new official name for 
the school committee) and with teachers, parents and community members to hear 
updates on projects. Samuel has done a masterful job of obtaining support from other 
stakeholders on this project and officials from the county government and the Ministry  
of Health, who will provide a full time nurse for the facility, had come to talk about the 
dispensary. Even the Chief of the area was in attendance, giving a long speech that was 
more about politics than about the dispensary. The excitement we had felt earlier was 
evident in the room as community members welcomed the dignitaries, who rarely, if 
ever, visit Kachiuru. 

During the meeting, the community expressed their gratitude for all that has been 
done over the years to contribute to the growth and transformation in Kachiuru, 
especially for the school lunch program and the scholarships for the children. Their 
excitement in anticipation of the dispensary was high. At the conclusion of the meeting, 
the BOM served a delicious lunch for all.  
 

 
Kenya Dreamers  at the Equator 

Sharon Choi, Nithin Jilla, Peter Huynh and Ronnie Han  
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Nithin, of Kenya Dream, trying his hand at  

making gravel. Yusuf is amused. 

An expert making gravel 
 

 
Gravel production in full swing 



 

 
Construction  on the building began 
on October 13, with a groundbreaking 
ceremony and prayers conducted by the 
area Sheik Maalim Isaak. The following 
week, workers laid the slab for the 
foundation and then began raising the 
walls.  

We wish to acknowledge and 
extend our sincere gratitude to 
WideAwake.org, a supporter of  FKSW  
since 2009, for providing the funds for 
the Kachiuru dispensary, which will 
provide critical services to the 
community and to others in the area. It 
is truly a dream come true! 
 
 
Ch ickens  

Three hundred and sixty chickens have recently found new homes 
at Kachiuru with eighty families who have children in the school. The 
goal of the distribution is to provide nutritious food to the households 
so that children will be healthier and more actively engaged in activities 
at school and during their free time. The Ministry of Livestock and 
Fisheries facilitated a training seminar for the parents who learned first 
how to make chicken houses and to keep the birds safe from predators.   
Then they were taught about general management, feeding, breeding, 
selecting eggs for setting, disease control, external parasites and record 
keeping. The teachers and school management committee coordinated 
and supervised all of the activities and supported the parents 
throughout the training. Before delivery, both the incoming chickens 
and chickens already in the village were vaccinated against Newcastle 
disease and fowl pox in July and again in September.   
 
School  Garden 
 Despite the harsh climate and rocky landscape, the Kachiuru 
school garden is thriving.  Dedicated gardeners nurture drought tolerant 
vegetables such as squash, pigeon peas and kale that add nutrition and 
color to the school lunch, which usually consists primarily of beans, 
maize and potatoes.  Even the leaves of the pumpkin and pigeon peas 
are eaten.  The borehole that was drilled last year provides water that is 
piped in for irrigation. A fence made from thorny bushes and tree 
branches protects the garden from livestock but a permanent fence will 
be installed soon, along with a drip irrigation system  for more efficient 
delivery of water. 
 

 
Family members with their chickens 

 
Squash almost ready for harvest 

 
The dispensary walls begin to rise 

 

Sheik Maalim Isaak leads groundbreaking ceremony prayers 
  

The first shovelful of dirt 



 

 

 Scholarships  
The school year in Kenya comes to an early close this month and final exams are being administered now for the 170 students who 

received scholarships through FKSW. As soon as the grades are in, we’ll be reviewing the results and attendance records for each student to 
ensure that those who receive scholarships are maintaining their efforts to achieve the standards set for their performance. We’ll also select 
8th grade graduates who are eligible for secondary school scholarships as determined by their performance throughout the year and their 
marks on the KCPE, Kenya’s national exam for those leaving primary school.  

This year, FKSW distributed 105 scholarships to primary school students (grades 1-8), 38 
boarding scholarships for primary school and 25 scholarships for secondary school.  Two 
students with disabilities also received scholarships.  
 

S ian Mulwa 
We met Sian Mulwa in August, 2013 at her home in Kajiado. Fifteen years old and blind 

since birth, she had never been to school. She also had undiagnosed epilepsy. A neighbor of her 
family took us to meet her and her parents. Sian’s father was not at home. Her mother told us 
that he didn’t believe that she was able to learn and wasn’t interested in talking to us. Sian was 
charming and said that she wanted to learn to use computers and her mother encouraged us to 
see what we could do.  FKSW covered the costs of an assessment at Kikuyu Eye Hosptial 
where doctors agreed that Sian could benefit from attending school. In May of 2013, Sian was 
enrolled at Thika School for the Blind. Since then, with her seizures under control, she has been 
learning not only Braille, but also Engllish and Kiswahili to complement her Maasai mother 
tongue.  She has progressed from nursery school level studies to third grade and is doing well in 
her classes.  She laughs easily and was  quick to respond to our questions.  She hasn't learned to 
use a computer yet, and it’s still at the top of her list.    

 

Mu lan Lekaranga 
Mulan Lekaranga was 8 years old 

when the nursery school teacher at Kirepari School on Kokwa Island brought him to 
our attention in 2008.  Like Sian, Mulan, who has been deaf since birth,  had never 
been to school.  After audiological and educational assessments, doctors 
recommended that Mulan be enrolled in school and so he became a student at Ochii 
Primary School in Tenges, which has a wing for students with hearing impairments.  
But at Ochii, students remain in the special classes only until they are able to 
communicate in sign language. Then they move into classes with hearing students 
who have also learned sign language. It’s a wonderful model, and very unusual. A 
further challenge for Mulan now, at the age of 17, is that he has developed visual 
impairments, a condition that is also familial.  This month, he will have further 
assessments to see what can be done to help.  Nevertheless, Mulan has made great 
progress. He signs fluently and has grown tall in the 9 nine years since we met him. 
He is completing the 7th grade this year.  

 Kokwa Island  
Eco-Cultural  Mapping Project Continues  

In the last newsletter, I wrote about the eco-cultural mapping project at 
Kokwa Island initiated by our partner Samuel Muhunyu,  the director of Kenyan 
NGO Network for Eco-Farming in Africa (NECOFA). Embedded in the 
physical geography of the terrain, the maps reflect the social, cultural, economic 
and spiritual aspects of their communities so that people understand themselves 
better, their background, history and culture. Kokwa Island is the home of the Il 
Chamus people who are close relatives of the Maasai. One of the smallest 
minority groups in Kenya and isolated in the arid Rift Valley, the Il Chamus, with 
their rich cultural heritage, have few resources and are overlooked by the 
government and most development organizations. Samuel’s vision is that, 
eventually, all of the information collected during this project will be available to 
the public to raise awareness about the community and to encourage people to 
visit this fascinating area, one of Kenya’s beautiful treasures. 

During our visit to Kokwa in August, the Kenya Dreamers participated in the second phase of the project with young staff members at 
NECOFA, helping to collect information that will contribute to the website and blog to bring attention to the island and its culture. The 
young people headed out in teams, some in boats, to four locations on the island and spent a long, hot day collecting GPS coordinates to 
indicate sites of special interest.  George Mureithi, the NECOFA team leader and developer of the website and blog entered the data on the 
digital map and with the team’s help, created a presentation of the results of their efforts. While this is still a work in progress, you can see 
the initial results here:  (https://kokwablog.wordpress.com/2016/07/20/background-to-kokwa-island-mapping-exercise). 
 
 

 
The NECOFA/Kenya Dream team discusses the plan for the day 

 

Mulan Lekaranga 
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18 years old 
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To backtrack a b it…Phase One of this project began last March at Kokwa. The NECOFA  
team was assisted by 10 Kenyan high school graduates,  participants in the Eugene-based non-
profit East African Scholars Fund (EASF) program, that over the last 7 years, working wih  Kenyan 
non-profit, Education and Social Empowerment Program (EaSEP),  has guided 44 high achieving 
low-income Kenyan high school graduates to obtain full scholarships at universities in the United 
States. The 10 students helped to conduct interviews with island residents which would contribute 
to the data collected for the mapping project.  Youth from Kokwa Island served as guides, 
introducing the students to those they would interview and translating when needed.  

Raymond Lesiyon, whom I wrote about in the last newsletter, was one of the guides. 
Raymond graduated from high school in 2015 with two points less than a perfect score on the 
national high school exit exam. Very few students achieve this level of excellence, and especially not 
students from Kokwa. He wanted to go on to college, but lacked financial resources so he was 
taking computer classes instead.  The EASF students recognized his plight and encouraged him to 
apply to the program. With the support of the students and of EASF Director Janet Heinonen, 
Raymond submitted an application. But on the initial SAT practice test, he scored 33rd out of  35 

applicants, of which only 12 would be 
accepted. He was put on the waiting list.  Days 
later, with the withdrawal of one of the 12, 
Raymond was admitted to the program. Since June, he has studied with the students in 
preparation for submitting  university applications, and now he is number 7 of 10 over 
all (two students dropped)  in the group. His math scores are the second highest and 
Janet says he keeps improving. 

In a short article, Janet writes: “Raymond’s home on Kokwa Island is a 3-room 
mud structure that accommodates 12 family members. They have no electricity or clean 
water and he raises poultry to help family finances. He feels a strong commitment to 
building a better life for his Il Chamus community, one of the smallest ethnic groups in 
Kenya. Having grownup in poverty, he nevertheless celebrates and honors his cultural 
background and at the same time is able to analyze the changes that are needed for 
his people.”  

Raymond was hoping to go to medical school but realized that the commitment of 
funds and time required is probably out of reach. Instead, he wishes to study biomedical 
engineering and will apply to several universities in the US and Canada, including the 
University of Oregon.  EASF and FKSW are working together to support his effort.   
For his application to the University of Toronto, Raymond wrote the following essay.  

 
Ronnie and Peter head out with George, 

John and Jotham 

 

Raymond Lesiyon 

 

Describe A Figure Or Movement Which Has Provided Inspiration In Your Life 
 

Network for Ecofarming in Africa (NECOFA), and Friends of Kenya Schools and Wildlife (FKSW) are the organizations that have 
provided an inner inspiration in my life. The two organizations have collaborated to assist the Ilchamus community to eradicate poverty 
and boost education.  

In the year 2005, my people who lived in the mainland, were displaced due to tribal violence. My mum’s and father’s families were 
living in that mainland. Hundreds of my grandparents’ livestock were taken and their house burnt by the violent tribal warriors, likewise 
for hundreds of people living on the mainland. Their own remaining belongings were just clothes they had when escaping. Most of them 
came to Kokwa Island and lived under the trees; some found places to put their heads at night without considering if they could get food.   

NECOFA and FKSW came in and helped the displaced people by giving tents, food and clothes. At that time I was an innocent 
small boy but I was moved with what the two organizations did. Everyone went on fishing as they didn’t have something to rely on 
because their land for farming and livestock had been taken.  

In Kokwa primary schools NECOFA and FKSW initiated an agricultural club aiming to teach pupils farming techniques hence 
providing an alternative economic activity. I was a member of the club. We tried to grow green grams, beans and maize but unfortunately 
the dry and hot climate didn’t favor agriculture. So the club didn’t prosper. 

Early this year my uncle Geoffrey, from a single parent, got an exemplary mark in his primary school exams and was called to attend 
one of the elite schools in Kenya.  A daily meal was hard enough to put on the table at Geoffrey’s home since his mother depended on 
fishing, but getting thousands of shillings to pay school fees? Luckily he got a sponsorship that NECOFA and FKSW had started to boost 
education in Kokwa. Most of the time students drop out of school due to school fees problems. Those who finish primary school often 
fail to proceed on. Now, Geoffrey is continuing well with his education, something that would have been different if the organizations had 
not chipped in. 

Whenever I see NECOFA and FKSW officials moving around my village to help the community, I feel both concern and inspiration, 
pushing me to study so that in future I will help NECOFA and FKSW to move Kokwa to higher standards. 



 

 

K irepari…on Kokwa Island 
Second Grade is  coming!  
 Although there are only two classrooms at 
Kirepari Primary School, the community hopes to 
add another classroom each year until they have a 
full primary school for first through 8th grades.  
Last January, 11 students became the first to 
attend classes here and next January, they’ll move 
up to second grade and will welcome an incoming 
class of first graders from the nursery school.  
Currently, children from the village have to hike 
over the steep lava rock hills to and from the  
Kokwa Primary School on the other side of the 
island every day, an hour long walk each way.  
Now their walk will take just minutes  

The increase in the number of students at Kirepari creates the need for a more substantial school lunch program at the school. FKSW 
provides funds to feed all of the children a snack and lunch each day and the Kokwa Primary School also contributes some food for the 
students.  For the past 2 years, the parents of the children have paid 50 Kenya shillings per month (50 cents) to help with the cost of 
firewood for cooking the lunch, school supplies and other materials.  The school committee just increased the amount to 150 shillings 
($1.50) per month to help with increasing school costs. This is a big step, especially because for the first 9 years, parents paid nothing for 
their children’s attendance. It was difficult for everyone to make that change, and took quite awhile for the parents to agree to pay more each 
month, but today, they are proud of the contribution they are making towards their children’s education.     
   

 
 

 
Kirepari Nursery (right)  and Kirepari Primary School (left) 

“I don’t wish to spend too much time talking about my humble background or the 
transformation of our family (my parents and brothers) from abject poverty to being middle class 
Kenyan families through education.  But whenever I reflect on this I feel I owe the community and 
that my family and I should give back to the society by supporting the education of children from 
poor families so that they too can transform their families and society. But why did I choose to do this 
after retirement and not venture into business so that I could contribute to similar initiatives by 
others? I feel strongly that I should be part of that transformation, not only by contributing some of 
my limited financial resources but also by contributing my energy, experience and skills. I find the 
latter contribution more important than the former.”  

                                                        Excerpt from a letter from our partner, Samuel Muhunyu 

 

 
Photo by Peter Huynh 

Hayo ni  yote kwa sasa!   
That’s  a l l  for now!  

Please consider making a donation to fund 
worthwhi le projects l ike the fol lowing…  
 
Scholarships for one year are:                

• $50 for primary school (uniforms, shoes, books) 
• $125 for boarding (room and board at school) 
• $500 for secondary (room, board, tuition, and supplies)  

School lunch program:  
• $500 per term at Kirepari Nursery School (3 terms per year) 

 

…or make an unrestricted donation in  any 
amount to help with the greatest need… 

Thank you! !  
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Irene Lechingei   
 In June of last year, I wrote about Irene Lechingei. a young woman from Kokwa Island. Irene was a 
high school graduate who had attended a one-year graduate course in Community Health. She wished to take 
further classes to complete a Community Health and Development course so that she could use those skills 
in her community. An FKSW donor sponsored Irene to attend a distant education course at Premese Africa 
College in Nairobi where she excelled in her studies, finishing at the top of her class. While she was in 
school, she also worked for NECOFA assisting with our scholarship program and working with the girls at 
the primary school on the island.  Irene graduated earlier this month. She is still works with NECOFA but 
also assists the island nurse, delivering babies and helping in the dispensary.  Eventually, she’d like to 
continue her studies in Gender and Women’s Empowerment and Guidance and Counseling.      

Congratulations Irene!  
 

Dear Gwen, I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you so much together with FKSW for your 
great support toward my college education.  I had my graduation on 24 September and I was the best in 
my class with upper credit. I am so, so happy!  I know it's because of your great support that I achieved 
the best. Thank you so much. I appreciate a lot. Many thank yous!  May God bless you and the team and 
bless the work of your hands.  

 
Many Regards, 
Irene Lechingei 
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Irene Lechingei at graduation 


