
 
                                                                                         

 

 Endonyio Sidai                                       November 2017 
 The 8th classroom at Endonyio Sidai 
Primary School was under construction 
when we visited in August.  This 
classroom was funded through the 
county government and will be the 
eighth and final classroom for the 
school. Since 2006, the construction of 
the school has been a joint effort 
between the Endonyio Sidai community 
and FKSW with some government 
support. The long process has created 
classrooms for classes 1 to 8 and the 
outcome is a testament to the way a partnership can, and should work! The Endonyio 
Sidai community has lead the way with contributions of their time, labor and funds to 
this project in order to provide their children access to schooling. It’s been an honor to 
work with them. 

Next projects here will be the construction of an additional room to accommodate 
an office, staff room and a small library and the provision of furnishings and finishing 
touches.  Electric wiring will be run to the two newest classrooms so that the entire 
school will have solar power and lights for security at night.  We also hope to bring 
power from the government grid to operate the borehole pump that provides water for 
the school so that purchasing diesel fuel will not be necessary.  
 The government gives the school food for school lunches and the parents have 
taken up a collection to build a kitchen next to the school for food preparation.  The 
final phase of the water project ran a pipe from a water tank near the school to a faucet 
at the school so there is now water for the children to drink and for preparation of 
meals. The children in the photo were on “clean up” duty the day we visited and were 
collecting water for washing the classroom floors at the end of the day.   
 

Update on Sian Mulwa 
Sian Mulwa was 15 years old when we met her in 

2013.  She was living at home with her parents and had 
never been to school. Blind from birth, and with 
undiagnosed epilepsy, Sian neverthelss dreamed of 
going to school one day and learning how to use a 
computer.  
 After tests at the Kikuyu Eye Hospital in Nairobi 
confirmed that Sian could benefit from school, an 
FKSW donor provided her with a scholarshp to attend 
the Salvation Army’s Thika School for the Blind. Sian 
began her studies at the nursery school level and this 
year, at the age of 19, is in Class 4. In addtion to 
traditional subjects, she studies English and Kiswahili 
and is learning to read Braille. When Sian completes 
Class 8 she can move on to high school here.  There is 
also a vocational training school at Thika that she can 
attend after high school if that is determined to be 
appropriate for her.   
 Sian loves school and is so appreciative for the 

support she recieves. When we visited her in September, we brought  her a small gift to convey to her 
our affection and how proud we are of her accomplishments. A little bag and five small hearts made 
from different materials-- wood, glass, soapstone, clay and beads—seemed like a nice way to give her 
that message.  She enjoyed feeling each heart and then returned them to the bag to carry with her.  
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Endonyio Sidai Primary School with the final classroom under construction 

 

 
Sian inspects  the soapstone heart 

 
The “clean up” crew 
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K irepari  Primary School 

  

Kirepari Primary School on Kokwa Island was started in 2008 and, like Endonyio Sidai, has been growing ever since.  Following ethnic 
violence at their Longicharo home on the mainland, the residents here moved to the island in 2007 to start a new life where security was not 
an issue. The school began with a one-room nursery school. A second nursery classroom was added two years later and in 2011, visitors to 
the island donated funds to build two classrooms to accommodate 1st and 2nd grades.  The school is of great benefit to the community and to 
the small children who otherwise would have a round trip walk everyday across a small lava rock mountain to attend school on the other side 
of the island The process to register the school with the Ministry of Education has taken a long time, but we’ve just received news that the 
school is officially registered! This means that the community can begin the hiring process for a Head Teacher and first and second grade 
teachers, all of whom will all receive a government salary. Grace Koinale, a nursery school teacher also receives a government salary and the 
second nursery teacher is paid by the community.  

Funds from WideAwake.org have enabled us to build a third classroom that should be ready for students at the beginning of the next 
school year in January. With two nursery classes and 1st through 3rd grades, the youngest students in the community will now be able to 
attend school nearer to their homes.  The community has persevered and worked hard to achieve this dream!   

Noteworthy Students from Kokwa Island 
In 2008, Grace Koinale, the nursery school teacher 

at Kirepari, introduced us to 8-year old Mulan 
Lekaranga.  Deaf from birth, Mulan had never been to 
school. Grace thought he was a bright boy and asked if 
FKSW could help. After assessments determined that 
Mulan could benefit from school, FKSW provided a 
scholarship for him to attend Ochii Primary School for 
the Hearing Impaired and he enrolled in 2008. At Ochii, 
Mulan learned sign language and studied traditional 
subjects. In November, at the age of 17, he will graduate 
from 8th grade! FKSW will continue to support Mulan 
for the next four years of secondary school.  We visited 
Mulan at Ochii in late September and after a tour of the 
school, he signed to us that eventually he hopes to 
become a teacher of the hearing impaired. (Mulan’s niece 
and nephew, who are also hearing impaired started  
school this year with scholarships through FKSW. 

 
Maryline Lebene was 8 years old in 2005 when she 

joined  FKSW’s scholarship program. Living in Longicharo 
Village on the shore of Lake Baringo, she was one of the 
first students in our program.  In 2007, because of conflict 
in the area, Maryline, with her Longicharo community, 
moved to Kokwa Island in the middle of the lake. The move 
was traumatic and very disruptive for the people and 
especially for the children, many of whom did not return to 
school that year.   Recovery took time, even after the 
community was resettled, and some of the children 
struggled in school. Maryline worked hard, and in 2015, she 
completed the 8th grade with high marks on her national 
exam and was invited to join Eldama Ravine  Girls High 
School. Now 20 years old, she is finishing her sophomore 
year, clear evidence of her resilience and determination! 

	

	  Maryline Lebene  in September 2017 
20 years old 

 

 

 
Mulan in September 2017 

17 years old 
 

 

 
Mulan in 2008 

8 years old 

 
Maryline in 2005 

8 years old 
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Kachiuru  
The Kachiuru Dispensary was 

officially opened on June 21st with much 
celebration and  a good deal of  
excitement when the County Governor 
arrived unexpectedly by helicopter. With 
the villagers looking on, the governor 
presided over the ribbon cutting 
ceremony and then the dispensary was 
open for viewing.   
 The dispensary is registered with the 
government, that in addition to supplying 
medications and other medical supplies,  
provided a full-time Clinical Officer (CO- 
a doctor who can do everything but 
major surgery and a full-time nurse. 

Presently, patients receive services for free. The nurses are still on strike and 
Samson continues to work alone, providing all services, including counseling 
patients who have mental health issues, of which he says there are many. Samson 
works at the dispensary during the week and goes home on weekends to his wife 
and baby daughter, so he does have a chance to rest.  

Funding for construction of the dispensary, for the toilet and for furnishings 
and start up operation costs were generously provided by one of FKSW’s major 
donors, Wide Awake.org. We are so grateful for their support in making the 
community’s dream of having immediate access to healthcare become a reality.  
This facility is already bringing  critically needed services to the Kachiuru 
community. 

 
Helicopter viewing 

 
Kachiuru villagers attend the ribbon cutting ceremony at the dispensary In the first month of operation, CO 

Samson Kobia, who was working alone 
because the Kachiuru nurse was participating 
in the country-wide nurses’ strike, saw 547 
patients, some of whom had come from 
other areas where the dispensaries are closed.   

The Dispensary has 4 rooms designated 
for: consultation, dressings and injections,  a 
storeroom and office and a clinic for family 
planning, child welfare and women’s health, 
including the delivery of babies.   

The next addition to the clinic will be 
another room to serve as a lab.   
 

 
Mothers and children waiting to see the doctor 

 
Clinical Officer  Samson Kobia 

 
Medicines and supplies in the pharmacy 
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 Other News From Kachiuru 
As services at the dispensary get underway, another  

new project is taking shape at  Kachiuru. We are 
applying for a $36,384  grant through Rotary 
International to construct a cattle dip, a  bath designed 
to immerse livestock in liquid pesticide to remove 
parasites, mainly ticks. Tick caused diseases often result 
in death for animals and this is devastating for the 
owners, for whom the livestock is their only source of 
income and wealth.  This is true of the people of 
Kachiuru who are pastoralists and depend on their 
animals for their livelihoods.  Since a borehole was 
drilled at Kachiuru several years ago, many pastoralists 
from outside the area have been bringing their animals to 
Kachiuru for water. The animals carry ticks and other 
pests and with them, a greater risk of infection from  
parasites for the Kachiuru animals. 
 Currently, livestock owners who bring their animals 
for water pay a 5 shilling fee for each animal. The 
income goes to support the Kachiuru Primary School. 
Fees will also be charged for use of the cattle dip, which 
will be managed by the community.  

In order to undertake a Rotary grant in Kenya, we 
must have a Kenyan Rotary club host the project.  Our 
host club for the cattle dip is the Rotary Club of Nithi 
with whom we met in August.  The Kenyan Rotarians 
are working now to lay the foundation for this 
undertaking and we greatly appreciate their efforts! They 
will be responsible for the implementation of the grant 
and the management of all of its activities. We hope to 
have approval from Rotary International by the end of 
the year to begin construction.           

Coming Soon…a  classroom, bees and more… 
In September, we began work on a third primary school classroom at 

Kachiuru Primary School with funds provided by WideAwake.org. The goal is to 
eventually replace the old wooden school that has served the community for 12 
years.  Other projects beginning at Kachiuru in the next few months are an 
expansion of the  school garden,  a community and school apiary (honey bees) 
and a project to vaccinate and deworm the community’s livestock. These projects 
have been funded by Perigeo, an Italian NGO that approved a grant submitted 
by Samuel earlier this year.   
 
 
 

Karunga Women’s Group—Elburgon  
In August, Beatrice Kamau and Jane 
Wambui, members of the Karunga 
Women’s Group, graduated from the 
Days for Girls (DFG) University 
Entrepreneurship program in 
Kampala, Uganda. The  two-week 
course, taught them  to make DFG 
hygiene kits, liquid and bar soap, and 
provided training in basic business 
skills, enterprise development, and 
interpersonal communication. The 
program is developed for micro-enterprises based in Africa and is tailored to these markets. The Rotary 
Club of Cupertino donated $1500 which covered materials, room and board and tuition for the women. 
The group has already received several orders for hygiene kits in schools.  

Beatrice says that the training really opened her eyes. “I was like someone who was hungry and I 
found food.  That’s where I started opening my mind. Now we know how to manage the workshop and 
to keep things in order.  They taught us office management and organization and about keeping 
inventories. Now I am ready to go back for a Masters Degree!” 

 
Rotary Club of Nithi President Kirimi Muturi speaks to the 
committee at Kachiuru  

 
Beatrice Kamau with her  certificate 
from the Days for Girls University  

 
A cattle dip 

 

 

Pastoralists from outside the area line up for water from the trough 

 
Cattle at the water trough 

  
Jane  Langat and Lucy Kariuki assemble hygiene kits for an order 
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Random Shots 
 

   Top: Kokwa colleague Irene Lechingei                               A goat participates in the meeting at Kirepari                         Teacher Sasha at Kirepari Primary Sch. 
                                              with her son 
 
   Bottom: Yaayo Lesautet, former scholarship        Petro and Reteka Achuka, nephew and niece of Mulan Lekaranga             Diana Kipalias High School student        
    recipient, now a father and farmer                              Students at Salgei School for the Hearing Impaired                                       from Endonyio Sidai 
   

Hayo ni  yote kwa sasa!   
That’s  a l l  for now!  

Please consider making a donation to fund 
worthwhi le projects l ike the fol lowing…  
Scholarships for one year are:                

• $50 for primary school (uniforms, shoes, books) 
• $125 for boarding (room and board at school) 
• $500 for secondary (room, board, tuition, and supplies)  

School lunch program:  $750 for 1 term (there are 3 terms a year) 
A fabric cutter for Karunga Women’s Group: $300  
Hygiene kits (50) from Karunga WG for a school:  $250 
 

…or make an unrestricted donation in  any 
amount to help with the greatest need… 

Thank you! !  
 

 

	
  

Fr iends of Kenya Schools and Wi ld l ife 
95363 Grimes Rd.  Junction City ,  Oregon 97448 

www,fksw.org    gwenmey@uoregon.edu   541-998-3724 
  

Mary and Anne, Karunga Women’s Group 
members.  Mary requested a photo of herself 

smiling with her new teeth. 
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  Keeping in  touch with students   FKSW gave 150 students scholarships for the 2017 school year, 28 of whom are in secondary 
school. All of them boarding and away from home.  We stay in touch with those students during the year, visiting them at their schools and 
talking with them and their teachers to make sure things are going well. If a student’s marks drop, we try to find out the reason.  Sometimes the 
student has experienced an illness or a death in the family. Or may be having difficulty with a subject and be too shy to ask for help. Staying in 
touch with these young people is critically important and the girls, boys and school officials, too, appreciate the contact.  Here are some of the 
girls we visited in September.   

 
Tracy Maitano 

Morop Girls H.S. 
 

 Mercy Lechingei 
N’getmoi Girls H.S. 

 Lillian Lentupuru 
N’gambo Secondary School 

 
Sofia Adan 

St. Stephano’s Girls H.S. 


