
 
 

 
Tuko Pamoja!     We are together!                                                                        June 2018 

  Fifteen years ago, Friends of Kenya Schools and Wildlife 
began its work with $4000 in the bank.  Since that humble 
beginning, many individuals and organizations have donated 
over $600,000 to support FKSW’s activities in Kenya. 
Complementing these contributions are grants that our partner 
Samuel Muhunyu has successfully secured from other funders 
and over $100,000 in grants from the Rotary Foundation, 
through partnerships between Rotary clubs in the US and Kenya,  
to meet needs identified by the communities.  Over the years, 
FKSW has been able to connect individual donors, various 
funding organizations, the local, county and national 
governments in Kenya, and other stakeholders to the 
communities we serve.  We recognize with great respect the 
members of these communities, particularly the Boards of 
Management at the schools and especially the parents, who so 
often have come together to contribute funds, labor and other 
resources to enhance the development efforts in their villages.  
In this newsletter, we highlight the contributions of a number of 
participants in the work that is helping to transform 
communities and improve the quality of life for so many.   We 
are grateful to you all!   Asante  Sana!  Tuko pamoja !    
 

   
Endonyio Sidai      

The Endonyio Sidai community continues to support the growth and maintenance of the Endonyio Sidai Primary School as it expands its 
services to the youth in the community. The school has become not only a symbol of the value the parents and other community members  
place on educating their children but it serves also as a gathering place and a source of pride. Over the past 12 years, FKSW has partnered 
with residents here to support the construction of 8 classrooms that now create the learning environment for 130  students. There is also a 
separate nursery school classroom. Four teachers are provided by the government, four are paid by the parents and one  is paid by the county 
government.  

The parents have played a major role in the success of the school, holding harambees 
(fundraisers) for activities that support its construction and operation. They have provided funds for 
teachers’ salaries since the school opened in 2006 and most recently for: the construction of a school 
kitchen where the daily lunch is prepared, 250 tree seedlings to shade the school compound,  
installing permanent windows and metal doors in all classrooms, purchasing new desks and repairing 
older desks and buying books for teachers and students.  

During our meeting in January, the assembled residents  noted some of the accomplishments in  
2017, many of which were supported by FKSW donors: 

*  The provision of text books to accompany the government curriculum because not all of the 
required books are supplied by the government. 

*  Clean water for the school. FKSW assisted the community to construct a water system to  
bring water from a bore hole nearby to the school and and provided a filter to purify the water for 
drinking and cooking.  There is also a 
tap for handwashing and collection 
of water for other purposes, like  
daily clean up of the school.  
*   School lunch for the children 
provided by the government and a 
kitchen in which to prepare the meals 
constructed with funds donated by 
the parents. 

*  Electric wiring to connect all of the classrooms to solar power. There is 
now light in all of the classrooms so the school can be used in the evenings 
for study or for community gatherings.  
*  8 students graduated from class 8 and most have gone on to secondary 
school.  
* Community support for salaries for teachers not paid by the government.  
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January meeting with the Endonyio Sidai school committee and parents 

 

 
Class 1 students with their teacher Karen Simeren 
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K irepari   

  The Kirepari community on Kokwa Island is celebrating the 
addition of a new classroom at the Kirepari Primary School. The 
classroom was funded by WideAwake.org, an FKSW donor since 
2009, and will house the third graders. The room is quite a bit 
larger than the first and second grade classrooms because since 
the these classrooms were constructed several years ago, the 
Kenyan government has changed the requirements for the 
minimum size of classrooms and the types of building materials 
that must be used. Construction by community members began in 
April and is now completed.  

Late last year, after a lengthy process undertaken by the 
community to meet the rules and regulations of the Kenyan 
government for  registration, a joyful gathering at the school 
celebrated their success!  With registration comes support from 
the government in the provision of a Head Teacher and some 
paid staff,  food for a school lunch and some materials and 
supplies. Neverthless, the community must still meet many of the 
operation and management needs, including additional teachers, 
whose salaries will be paid by the parents. 

Jeremiah Lebene has just been hired to fill the position  of 
Head Teacher. Jeremiah was formerly the Deputy Head Teacher 
at  Kokwa Primary School on the other side of the island and 
knows the community well. He received a warm welcome when 
he arrived at the school to assume his new position.  
  During our meeting with the school committee in January, 
the members mentioned some of the other achievements of the past year. A solar water filter was provided through a grant for the school 
secured by Samuel with Italian NGO Manitese. Water is pumped from the lake to a holding tank at the school and then run through the large 
filter to be used for preparing the school lunch and drinking water for the children and teachers. Other achievements were: dishes and tables 
for the kitchen, fencing to keep the goats out of the school compound, a hydroponic green house that grows vegetables for the school 
donated by the church, a new nursery school teacher and firewood for preparing the lunch.  

 
Back side of the new third grade classroom 

 
Front of the classroom when it was still under construction 
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Irene Lechingei demonstrates the operation of the water filter 

 

 

 
Nursery school teacher Grace Koinale hands out fresh oranges to the 
children with their lunch.  The oranges were supplied by a church on the 
island. The students  wear the new purple and lavender uniforms, the 
school’s colors 

Kirepari Primary School, before the addition of the new classroom 
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Kachiuru  

  
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 Fourteen years ago, we stopped in the town of Kachiuru to buy drinks after 
a long, hot hike. Kids of all ages gathered around to watch us as we quenched 
our thirst with warm sodas. We asked them why they weren’t in school and 
they took us to a ramshackle building that looked like it could topple in a gust 
of wind. We agreed then to build the village a nursery school.  
 Today, 200 students attend classes 1-8 in the two buildings that comprise 
Kachiuru Primary School. One building is a wooden structure built in 2005 
with funds from FKSW donors and it is gradually being replaced by a modern 
stone building equipped with solar panels and glass windows.  A third building, 
built by the families, who contributed one board each for the structure, houses 
the office of Head Teacher Samuel Mutabari and the teachers’ staff room.  

In 2005, children sat in the dirt and used stones to write the alphabet. Today, 
they are learning to use digital tablets supplied by the government. There is still 
no internet service here but it can’t be too long before even this remote 
community will be connected to the outside world.  

A daily school lunch program contributes greatly to the health and well-being 
of the children, many of whom were malnourished and ill due to  insufficient 
nutrition. Thirty-eight children received school scholarships this year, provided 
by FKSW donors, to buy uniforms, shoes, books and other materials.   In the 
last 3 years, ten sponsored students have completed class 8 and gone on to high 
school. 

 

  
Students about to enjoy their lunch 

 
Today, children use tablets thanks to a government program 

Above and below: The Kachiuru school in 2004 

 

 2004    Children write the alphabet with stones 
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The Betty Burbank Laboratory  

 The Kachiuru Dispensary, funded by WideAwake.org, opened just a 
year ago and is serving not only the residents of Kachiuru but people 
from the surrounding area who have no other access to health services. 
Wide Awake also funded equipment and furnishings and treatment costs 
for residents who need more critical and expensive care. Until now, there 
has been no laboratory for blood work or for other diagnostic testing. In 
January, the Ministry of Health provided a list of requirements for a lab, 
including a registered lab technician, and agreed that if FKSW would 
cover the salary for the lab tech for one year, they would pick up the 
salary in the second and subsequent years.  

  An FKSW donor provided funds in honor of her mother, Betty 
Burbank, who was a lab tech in Wisconsin, to remodel a room to meet 
government requirements, to equip the laboratory and to pay the 
technician’s salary.  Renovations  included installing a sink and providing access to running water and electricity. The greatest challenge has 
been to find a lab technician willing to come to Kachiuru because of its isolation and the harsh environment. The few qualified and registered 
techs prefer better paying jobs in urban areas.  Just this week, Samuel hired a qualified lab tech who has signed a renewable contract for 1 
year. She will begin working on July 1. The lab will immeasurably improve health services here and we hope that Betty would have been 
pleased!  

 
Lelo Adano,  Working With the Women of Kachiuru   

 Since November 2017, Lelo Adano, a young woman from the Muslim Borana 
community, has been living at Kachiuru and working with the women. Although 
women at Kachiuru participate in the leadership committee at the school and 
some even have their own businesses, we know very little about them, especially 
the Muslim women. In this rural village, many miles from the nearest town, the 
women are socially, religiously, economically and politically secluded and most of 
the information we have about them is provided by the men. In an effort to learn 
more about the women and the challenges they face, Samuel received a grant last 
year from Italian NGO Perigeo that provided funds to hire Lelo to spend time 
with the women and get to know them. 

Lelo’s home is in Kulamawe,  just about 20kms from Kachiuru. With 
professional training she received at the Kenya Institute of Organic Farming near 
Nairobi, she has more education and outside experiences than most girls from her 
community. Her choice of career is surprising, considering that she grew up in a 
pastoralist community that 
did no farming.  

At the end of last year, 
Lelo conducted a needs 
assessment with the women 

and has been sharing what she learned about their concerns and needs. She is working 
with NECOFA to train, sensitize and mobilize the Kachiuru community to address the 
social, health, nutritional and economic challenges facing the women. 

Lelo introduced 
school gardening in 
the harsh Kachiuru 
climate and the 
students now produce 
vegetables for the 
school lunch. She also 
teaches nutrition and 
food preservation to 
students and women and is currently working with the medical team in the 
dispensary to encourage the mothers to bring their children for 
vaccinations. She teaches expectant and nursing mothers about nutrition 
and what foods are available locally to use in weaning. She also promotes 
food preservation, kitchen energy conservation, cleanliness and hygiene. 

Upcoming trainings will include: kitchen gardening, saving money with 
revolving funds, and education on civic rights and responsibilities for 
women.  Lelo will also be partnering with the male nurse at the dispensary 
to train and sensitize the traditional birth attendants on safety, hygiene, and 
the need for prenatal and antenatal care and  HIV/Aids prevention.   
 

 

 

 
Students harvest vegetables for the school lunch 

 
Lelo Adano, Kachiuru community “animator” 

 

 
Kachiuru dispensary on opening day 

 
Teaching women to make yogurt 

 



 5 

 
 
The Karunga Women’s Group--Elburgon 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The women  meet with the representatives of Days for Girls and LUSH 

Hayo ni  yote kwa sasa!   
That’s  a l l  for now!  

	
  

Fr iends of Kenya Schools and Wi ld l ife 
95363 Grimes Rd.  Junction City ,  Oregon 97448 

www,fksw.org    gwenmey@uoregon.edu   541-998-3724  

Please consider making a donation to fund 
worthwhi le projects l ike the fol lowing…  
Scholarships for one year are:                

• $50 for primary school (uniforms, shoes, books) 
• $125 for boarding (room and board at school) 
• $500 for secondary (room, board, tuition, and supplies)  

  
Hygiene kits (50) from Karunga WG for a school:  $250 
 

…or make an unrestricted donation in  any 
amount to help with the greatest need… 

Thank you! !  
 

 

 

 

Cutting and sewing shields for the kits 

Measuring and pinning the shields 

 
The Karunga women are busier than ever! Since learning to knit in 2008, they have 

continued to expand their skills to include weaving, dyeing, spinning, felting and sewing 
to produce a variety of unique  products that they sell in Kenya. Last year, two women 
attended a training at the Days for Girls University in Uganda where they learned to 
make reusable hygiene kits which they now produce and sell in an expanding local 
market. Their main customers are the secondary schools nearby. Recently, the wife of 
the Member of Parliament from their area purchased 120 kits to donate to the girls at 
Nyakiambi Secondary School. Before the girls receive the kits, the women share with 
them information about reproductive health.  Beatrice Kamau, the chairlady of the 
group returned to Uganda in May for further training.   

We visited the Karunga women in January, and found the workshop alive with 
activity. About 20 women were busy measuring, cutting, sewing, and assembling the kits. 
Many younger women have joined the group in response to the need for more hands for 
these jobs. On this day, the Days for Girls country coordinator, Khayanga Wasike, was 
visiting with a representative of LUSH cosmetics, a British company that makes a variety 
of products from fresh organic fruits, vegetables and fine essential oils.  LUSH has a 
charitable foundation that donates  funds to organizations making change in the areas of 
animal welfare, human rights and environmental conservation. The women were invited 
to apply for funding and in May, they received a one-year grant from LUSH for $10,890 
to assist the group to purchase start-up equipment for their business with the 
understanding that the kits would be affordably sold and that all profits will go back into 
the business. The funds will assist the women to purchase sewing and over lock 
machines, fabric, fabric cutters, shelving, a snap machine and to attend training 
seminars. This is a huge gift for the women and a testament to their hard work and 
commitment to growth!     
 



 6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

	
  

Friends of Kenya Schools and Wi ld l ife 
95363 Grimes Rd.  
Junction City ,  OR 97448 

 

 

Petro and Rateka Achuka 

Irene  took a selfie with  Mulan when  she 
accompanied him back to school after the mid-

term break 

 

	
  Mu lan Lekaranga Begins H igh School  

 In January, Mulan Lekaranga began his first year of  
high school at Ngala Secondary School for the Deaf in  
Nakuru.  Mulan graduated last year from Ochii Primary 
School for the Deaf where he had been studying for the 
past 8 years with a scholarship through FKSW. He hopes 
to become a teacher of the hearing impaired one day.  

Mulan’s niece and nephew, Rateka and Petro Achuka, 
who are also hearing impaired, just began school last year 
and are attending classes at Ochii, also with scholarships. 
Rateka is in class 1 and Petro is in class 3. They love being 
at school because they have 3 meals a day and they have 
friends there with whom they can communicate. They say 
that the teachers are so friendly and they miss school when 
they go back home to Kokwa Island during the breaks.  

Irene Lechingei, a NECOFA staff person takes the 
students to school at the beginning of the term and picks 
them up when the term ends.  
 


