
 

 
November 2018 

Kidogo Kidogo Tunakua   ~  Little by l itt le we grow  
Last year, the generosity of our donors reached the highest level ever in the 15 years since we began our work in Kenya, resulting in 

many accomplishments in our partner communities in 2018. Paul, Karen, Nancy, Roz, John and I, the FKSW Board of Directors, wish to 
extend our heartfelt gratitude to all of you for your continuing support, that benefits so many people in Kenya. Many of the current 
achievements are the result of efforts that have been ongoing over a number of years.  Schools have been constructed, children and adults 
have been educated, health care services are being provided and people have learned new skills that are enabling them to earn an income.   

I am struck by how many of these outcomes we never could have anticipated when we began our work in Kenya. How many 
important achievements and changes would occur as the result of a small project that suddenly became a larger one. How one undertaking 
would  be  the seed for many subsequent initiatives and outcomes.  How many donors would contribute to our work over the years.  We 
see this “ripple effect” everywhere! This year, it’s particularly noticeable because of the construction projects that have been initiated 
and/or  completed in every community. But there is more!  I’d like to describe some of the ripple effects we see today, originated by the 
impact of your donations, that have multiplied and spread and resulted in unexpected and significant outcomes in our partner 
communities.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

“The new 40’ x 20’ nursery classroom, built of quarry stone, with glass 
windows and a metal roof, was ready for students on the first day of the September, 
2007 school term.”  FKSW Newsletter, October 2007 

Eleven years ago, at the community’s request, FKSW provided 
funding to build a classroom at Endonyio Sidai that would inspire a 
dream in the community - to have a primary school for classes 1-8 so 
that their children would not have to walk miles every day, down and 
then back up the Great Rift Valley Escarpment to attend school. This 
room was the first in what is today the Endonyio Sidai Primary School. 

 
Since 2007, work on the school has continued, supported by the community, by 
FKSW and by the national and county governments. Endonyio Sidai residents have 
also held fundraisers for the school. The government built 2 classrooms and when the 
school was registered several years ago, provided  4  teachers and food for a school 
lunch program. In late August of this year, with county government funds, the eighth 
classroom was completed.  But the school was not yet finished. The community 
raised additional funds to construct an administration wing, with offices for the Head 
and Deputy Head Teachers and a staff room. Then they started a school garden! We 
congratulate the Endonyio Sidai  community on its commitment to educating its 
children and on contributing so much to the realization of their dream!    

Pongezi kwa wote!!!  Congratulations to all! 
 

 
Endonyio Sidai Primary School -  June 2007 

 
Wazee (elders), members of  the school committee 

Endonyio Sidai Primary School   August 2018 

Endonyio Sidai 
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 FKSW’s partnership with the Kachiuru community  began in 
2005 with the construction of a nursery school classroom...but it 
didn't stop there. Like ripples in a pond, activities in the community 
since then have gradually increased to focus on education, clean 
water, food and nutrition, economic development and health care. 
 Because of the community’s isolation and its extreme poverty, 
access to health care was almost non-existent. Two medical camps 
in 2014 revealed a great need for health services in this community 
in which most residents had never seen a doctor or visited a health 
facility. 
 In 2016, a generous donation from WideAwake.org funded the 
construction of a dispensary in the village. Four rooms served as 
pharmacy/office, consultation room, a room for injections and 
dressings and a short stay room for patients who need continuing 
care. The Ministry of Health provided a full-time doctor and nurse 

and continues to supply medicines and some equipment. Additional 
funds from Wide Awake built a toilet and purchased additional medical equipment and supplies. 
The clinic opened in July, 2017 with a celebration attended by the County Governor who had never 
before visited the village. His arrival by helicopter was a spectacle for the residents! 

Since the opening, several thousand patients from the village and surrounding area have been 
served by the medical team. But the facility lacked a laboratory for routine tests for detection of 
diseases and diagnosing health conditions that need treatment.  Today, thanks to a gift by an 
FKSW donor whose mother was a lab technician in Wisconsin, the Betty Burbank Laboratory is 
in operation in a room in the dispensary remodeled for this purpose. The donation also included a 
year’s salary for Lab Technician Esther 
Kanini who notes in a recent lab report 
that she served 240 patients during the 
months of August and September.  

The next ripple at the dispensary 
will be the addition of a maternity ward 
to provide pre-natal care for women, 
delivery services and ante-natal care for 
mothers and babies.  

Babies are currently delivered at 
home by traditional birth attendants 
who have not been trained on proper 

hygiene or issues around HIV.  Neither do they have the  skills or resources to 
respond adequately if there is a difficult birth.  It will take time for the village 
women to be comfortable with new practices, but the medical team is working 
to introduce practices that are safer and healthier for both mothers and babies. 

  
 The team has also been very active in seeking government assistance for health 
services for the community. In August and September, the Meru County 
government conducted mobile clinics at Kachiuru to immunize over 100 children 
against polio, measles and TB. A large number of children under 5 were found to be 
malnourished and were given nutritional supplements while mothers received a 
nutritious porridge flour. We hope that service continues on a monthly basis to 
supply nutritious food and supplements for the community. FKSW will become 
involved in these efforts as needed. We currently supply breakfast and lunch for all 
students who attend the Kachiuru Primary School. A current health initiative will be 
screening for TB in the community in early November.  

The medical team…Lelo Adano, Dr. Samson Kobia, Lab Tech 
Esther Kanini and Volunteer Japhet Muthiane 

 

Kachiuru 
 

 
Lab technician Esther Kanini looks at the 
result of a blood test. 

 

Mobile clinic sponsored by the Meru County government. 
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 A third classroom has just been added to the new 
Kachiuru Primary School. Funded by a donation from 
WideAwake.org, the addition will bring the community one 
step closer to having a primary school that will eventually 
house classes 1-8.  The first two rooms were built in 2016 
through a grant from the European Union secured by our 
partner at NECOFA, Samuel Muhunyu.   
 The construction team of 8 men worked on the project 
7 days a week for over a month. They had all come from 
distant towns and were unable to return home during the 
construction period so the community housed them while they were working. It took 
almost a week just to dig the foundation in the rocky ground! The Kachiuru Board of 
Management (the school leadership committee) supervised the work. The new school will 
replace the old wooden structure that has served the community since 2005. The 
classroom will be ready for students when the new school year begins in January.  

 
 
Rotary Funds Bui lding a Cattle Dip  

We were happy to learn that a Rotary International grant for $36,384 to  build a cattle 
dip at Kachiuru was recently approved. A cattle dip is a big bath designed to immerse 
livestock in liquid pesticide to kill parasites, mainly ticks. Tick caused diseases often result 
in death for animals and this can be devastating for owners, like the pastoralists of 
Kachiuru who depend on their animals, their only source of income and wealth, for their 
livelihoods.  

A borehole (well) for water was drilled at Kachiuru several years ago, and many 
pastoralists from outside the area now bring their animals to Kachiuru to drink. These 
animals carry ticks and other pests and create a greater risk of infection from parasites for 
the Kachiuru animals. However, the benefit of the borehole is that now many animals  
have enough water, especially  in times of drought and the cattle dip, which requires water 
to function, will provide protection for animals that have previously been vulnerable to 
these diseases. Another benefit of the borehole has been additional income for the 
community. Livestock owners who bring their animals for water pay a 5 shilling fee for 
each animal. The income goes to support the Kachiuru Primary School. Fees will also be 
charged for use of the cattle dip.  
 The Rotary grant has been initiated by the Eugene Metropolitan Rotary Club in Oregon and as the International Partner, the Eugene 
Metro Club will be working with the Rotary Club of Nithi, the Host Club in Kenya.  We have been planning with the  Nithi Rotarians for 
several months and are excited about this collaboration! It is so gratifying to see dreams coming true here at Kachiuru, too! 

 
Kachiuru students hanging out at the old school 

 
Finishing the roofing on the new classroom 

 Kachiuru Pr imary  School Grows 

 

 
A cattle dip 

 
FKSW’s  partner Samuel Muhunyu and Past President of the Rotary Club of Nithi, Kirimi 
Muturi, at a meeting with the Kachiuru community to plan the Cattle Dip project  
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 Kirepari  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 A new classroom has also been completed at Kirepari!  It was built 
with funds donated by  WideAwake.org, and was completed last June. It 
has been in use since then for students in Grade 3. The community delayed 
the official opening until our arrival in early September.  Young men and 
women greeted us with song and dance, escorting us to the school where 
students and teachers also sang a welcome.   
 Head Teacher Jeremiah Lebene lead the celebration and the students, 
in their new purple and lavender uniforms, joined in the singing. Our friend 
Jim Bryson, who has been a regular supporter of this community, did the 
official honors for the openeing with Teacher Grace Lebene who has been 
the lead teacher at the school since we began working with the community 
in 2004.  At that time the residents were living on the mainland and FKSW 
assisted them with the construction of a nursery classroom. 
 From that small beginning, the ripple effects have contributed to the 
growth of the school which now has 2 nursery school and 3 primary school 
classrooms, 2 nursery teachers and 4 primary school teachers, 3 of them 
provided by the government. A school snack and lunch program, 
supported by an FKSW donor, provides daily nourishment for the children 
and the Kirepari residents contribute to the operation and maintenance of 
the school through regular contributions.  

 

 

 

 
Young men and women dance and blow the antelope antler 

Meeting in the classroom after the celebration 

 

 
Jim Bryson officially opens the classroom with Teacher Grace Lebene   

 
Students and teachers at Kirepari Primary School.    The new classroom is at the left end of the building 
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Scholarships and New Shoes 
 The 2018 school year has just come to an end in Kenya. FKSW donors this year provided 150 scholarships: 79 for classes 1-8, 34 for 
students boarding at primary school, 30 for students at secondary schools, 3 for students who are learning a trade, like hair dressing or auto 
mechanics, and 4 for students with disabilities. Thirteen students will be graduating from primary school, a huge achievement for them! 
 Some of these students have been in our program since they were in nursery school. Many of them suffered trauma as small children 
when they were forced to leave their homes on the mainland and move away because of tribal conflict. Some of them are orphans and 
many come from single parent families. They all took on responsibilities from a young age, tending cattle, caring for younger siblings and 
ailing grandparents, collecting firewood or water.  It’s so gratifying to see them now as young men and women, often the first in their 
families to have attended school, feeling so proud of their accomplishments and so grateful for the support that has enabled them to reach 
this point. FKSW donors have supported all of them!  THANK YOU!! 
 

 

 

 

 

Students at  Kirepari Pirmary School receive their new shoes 
 

  

 During the last two summers, students from the GlobeMed  program at the University of 
Washington (https://www.globemed.org) completed 2-month internships with our partner NECOFA 
and implemented projects in the communities we work with. The students raise money to help address 
health challenges in poor communities and this year, one of the projects they undertook was to provide 
shoes to students at Kirepari Primary School who needed them. In September,  23 students at the 
school received new shoes, much to their delight!   

Friends of Kenya S cho ols  and Wi ld l i fe 
95 363 G rim es Rd.  Junctio n City ,  Oregon 97 448 

www,fksw.o rg    gwenmey@uo regon .edu    54 1- 99 8-37 24  

Please consider making a donation to fund 
worthwhi le projects l ike the fol lowing…  
Scholarships for one year are:                

• $50 for primary school (uniforms, shoes, books) 
• $125 for boarding (room and board at school) 
• $500 for secondary (room, board, tuition, and supplies)  

  

…or make an unrestricted donation in  any 
amount to he lp with the greatest need… 

Thank you!!  
 

 

Hayo ni  yote kwa sasa!   

That’s  a l l  for no w!  

    Photos by Peter Huynh 
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Karunga Women’s Group 

 The big news at the Karunga Women’s Group 
is the completion of a second workshop in their compound. With the development of the women’s skills and the diversity of their products, 
they had outgrown the workshop that was built 6 years ago. The new building has an office, rooms for raw materials and completed 
products and a large room for production.   On the day of our visit, there was lots of singing and dancing and several women talked about 
how the skills they have acquired through the Molo Wool Project have helped them provide a better living for their families.   Jane Wambui 
gave a short history of the group since FKSW began working with them in 2007 and all expressed their gratitude to Jim Bryson who has 
funded both buildings for the group. Thank you Jim!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Friends of Kenya S cho ols  and Wi ld l i fe  
95 363 G rim es Rd.  
Juncti on  City , OR  9 7448  
 

 

 
Nearing completion at the beginning of September   

 Joyful women! 


