
 

                                                                 July 2019 

Umefanya Tofauti  Kubwa Sana Kwa Wengi !  
You have made such a big difference for so many!  

 
This year, we celebrate the 15th anniversary of FKSW!  Instead of writing a typical newsletter, I’d like to share some 
examples of the positive changes you’ve made possible in Kenya through your continuing generosity and support over 

the past 15 years. I’d like to take this opportunity to celebrate YOU!!!  
 The first funding for the newly created Friends of Kenya Schools and Wildlife, in 2003, came in the form of $4000 in donations 
at John’s and my wedding in July of that year.  The following January, eight friends traveled with us to Longicharo Village at Lake 
Baringo where we used some of the wedding money to build a nursery classroom on the shore of the lake.  We worked with community 
members for 2 days and after we departed, the residents completed the school, which would serve about 20 nursery school aged  students.  

 

 

   
The construction crew in 2004.  
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Kirepari Primary School  January  2019 

The school operated for four years before the community fled to nearby Kokwa Island to escape conflict in the area. FKSW helped to build 
a new nursery classroom on the island in 2008 and another in 2010 to address the growing number of students. Today, 11 years after 
resettlement, the Kirepari Primary School, built with donations from FKSW donors, is a registered government school and serves over 80 
students from nursery through grade 4.  There are plans to build one more classroom to fulfill the community’s dream!  
 

  
Grace Lebene teaches at Longicharo  nursery in 2004   

 

 

In 2004, Grace Lebene was one of the few residents at Longicharo with a high 
school diploma. Without materials or pay, she taught the youngest children, seated on 
rocks under a tree, their letters and numbers. Today, she has an Early Childhood 
Development Certificate and has taught as well as managed all activities at the Kirepari 
School as it’s grown.  Last year, the government registered the school and provided a 
Head Teacher and 3 additional paid teachers. A strong member of the school 
committee and “mother” to all the children who attend the school, Grace is not afraid 
to speak her mind. As the Kirepari Outreach Officer, she manages the school feeding 
program, assures that students attend school and monitors their well-being. She also 
works with village leaders to address community issues. Currently, she heads an 
education campaign to stop FGM and early marriages. Grace’s dedication to education 
at Kirepari has made her a well-respected community leader and an inspiration to all! 
!a!i! 



 
FKSW Scholarships Have Supported Chi ldren Through Primary and Secondary Schools 

 
Post Secondary Education 

 

	

	   
                           Lemiyon Lemukut                                          Hassan Lebene                

Since 2004, FKSW donors have provided over 1,800 scholarships for approximately 376 children to attend school.  Scholarships cover 8 
years of primary education, 4 years of high school or 2 years of training at a trade school.  Many of these students are the first in their families to 
attend school, and even if they do not pursue a higher education, they learn basic skills and are introduced to technology and other career 
opportunities that benefit them as graduates.  Lemiyon Lemukut and Hassan Lebene are two of the students from Longicharo who experienced 
the  trauma of conflict and the move to Kokwa Island. They have worked hard to succeed in primary school in spite of the challenges they faced 
and both will graduate from Class 8 in November.  We congratulate them on their achievement!  
 

  

 
Sofia Adan at St. Stephano’s Girls High School in 2018 
Here, she is reading a letter from her sponsors in Eugene 

2019.  Sofia in her uniform at the Kenya 
Medical Training College in Isiolo.   

Four year old Sofia at Waso Nursery  
School in 2004 

Sofia Adan lives in Isiolo in Central Kenya. She has 
also met many challenges in the 15 years she’s been in 
FKSW’s scholarship program.  Sofia lost both of her 
parents and has had seirous health issues that kept her out 
of  school  for  long  periods  of  time  during her primary 
school years. Her grades suffered and she fell short of FKSW’s qualifications for support for secondary school. Thanks to the advocacy of 
a caring teacher, Sofia’s own determination to become a nurse and the support of caring donors, she continued in school graduated from 
St. Stephano’s Girls High School in Meru  last November.   Sofia thrived at St. Stephano’s, participating in activities and focusing on her 
studies. She was very proud of her responsibility as the school “bell ringer,” keeping students and teachers on schedule throughout the day. 
In May, Sofia was admitted to the Kenya Medical Training College in Isiolo for a course in Community Health and Development.  Next 
term she will have access to other specialized courses in the field of her dreams. Sofia is a wonderful testament to what is possible with 
determination and hard work, in spite of great odds. She has also taught us not to dismiss the power of a dream!  
 

 

 



 
Nutr it ion ,  Health and Medical  Supports 

FKSW’s main focus for the first few years was providing educational opportunities 
to children in communities where there were few or no government services. But it was 

soon evident that many children had health issues caused by poor nutrition, lack of medical care and 
different kinds of disabilities that prevented them from attending school or made learning difficult if 
they did. In response to these challenges, FKSW provides nutritious feeding programs at Kirepari and  

Kachiuru Primary Schools and gives school   
scholarships to children with hearing 
impairments, congenital blindness and other 
disabilities. FKSW also supported a number of 
medical camps at Kokwa Island and Kachiuru. 
and in 2017, built a medical dispensary at 
Kachiuru. The following year, donors funded 
a laboratory and technician there. The recent 
purchase of a motorcycle ambulance allows 
critically injured and ill patients to be taken to 
the hospital. 

But there are also ongoing and unexpected medical issues in all the communities for children and adults to which FKSW responds. 
Our medical fund has covered the cost of treatment and surgeries for many conditions including eye ailments, epilepsy, TB, typhoid, 
Brucellosis, malaria, HIV/AIDs, Coats disease, congential talipes equinovirus (club foot) and transportation to and from medical facilities, 
hospitalizations, and special equipment or medications. These are critical services that we are able to provide, thanks to your generosity! 

 
Karunga Women’s  Group/Molo Wool  Project 

   In 2008, when the Karunga 
women  came together for 
meetings or to work together on 
their fiber arts, they sat in the 
shade of trees or in the open on 
the grass. When the weather 
turned cold or rainy, it was 
difficult to meet and when the sun 
was shining, the available shade 
was not adequate.  Today, the 
women don’t worry about the 
weather.  On a piece of land the 
group purchased, two buildings, 
constructed with funds from and 

FKSW donor, provide shelter for them to work and for the machines, materials and 
implements they use to create a variety of products. There is an office, storerooms, large work 
areas and space to display their finished products.  

For 10 years we sold their knitted wool animals here in Oregon, earning them over $80,000 with which they built houses for their 
families,  paid for their children’s education, bought cows, goats and chickens and generally improved the quality of their lives. Over the 
past decade, the women have expanded their skills significantly, through workshops and trainings and now make handwoven blankets, 
bags, dolls, sweaters and hats for children and adults and school uniform sweaters. Since 2016, they have been making and selling reusable 
hygiene kits for girls and women. They also make 
soap.  

Proud to share their knowledge and skills 
with others, they teach knitting, weaving, 
spinning, dyeing, felting and tailoring. Although 
most of their students are women, they also 
accept young men who have an interest in 
learning these skills. Currently, they are working to 
develop the market in Kenya for their products. 
And, regardless of the weather, they continue on!!! 

 

 
Neema Tom with Grace Lebene and 
her mother in February at Kirepari 
after surgery to straighten her foot.  

 
Emily holds a uniform sweater made by Tony 
 

  
The early days  

 

 
A little singing and dancing in front of the new workshop 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Transformation          
             New buildings, growing children and beautiful handiwork are some obvious indications of positive change over time. But                     
there are many examples of the accompanying social transformation that is not so easily illustrated with words or pictures. Social 
transformation is more about restructuring and change in the way we think and the way we live and it can refer to all aspects of life in 
communities, large and small. The smiles of these community members reflect the transformation that is occurring at Kachiuru,  
Endonyio Sidai,  Kokwa Island and in Molo, bringing with it a growing sense of capacity, dignity, well-being, opportunity and pride in 
achievement.  The residents have accomplished so much through their own efforts and through the transformation of your dollars into 
significant outcomes.  
 None of this would have come to pass without the guidance and leadership of our partner Samuel Muhunyu, Director of Network 
for Ecofarming in Africa-Kenya. Samuel has been the inspiration, the teacher and the cheerleader for all of us! Samuel will be here for 
our “Stories of Change” event on September 22. We hope you’ll join us for more stories of the transformation  you’ve made possible!   
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 Kirepari Primary School  2019  
In 2008, the Longicharo community resettled on Kokwa Island and with support from  

FKSW and NECOFA, they now have a new primary school, registered with the Kenyan government.  
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Our partner and friend, Samuel Muhunyu, the Director of the 
Kenyan non-profit, Network for Ecofarming in Africa-Kenya, will 
join us to share his thoughts on the empowerment and 
transformation in the communities of Endonyio Sidai, Kachiuru, 
Kokwa and  Kirepari.  We’ll also tell you stories that demonstrate 
the great significance of the support of our donors over the past 15 
years and talk about next steps for the communities.  There will be 
time for discussion afterwards and we’ll be happy to answer any 
questions you might have! 

                                  
  

 

 

Stories of Change  
Sunday, September 22, 2019  

2:30-4:30 pm 
Temple Beth Israel 

1175 E. 29th Ave.,  Eugene 
 

Light snacks and beverages provided  
 

 

 

 
The first school constructed in 2004 at Longicharo Village 
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As FKSW has grown so have our needs for 
funding!  P lease help us to address crit ical  
issues in  the communit ies such as:   

• Teacher support and training 
• Services for women and chi ldren 
• Ski l l  train ing and education for income 

generation 
• Enrichment for school programs 

OR make an unrestricted donation in  any 
amount to help with other needs.  

Thank you! !  
The table at John and Gwen’s wedding with the donation basket on 
the left with the first FKSW donations ever!  

 


