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THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  
We began our primary school scholarship program in 2004 to provide uniforms, 

shoes and books to children who were just entering first grade.  Those students are 
now graduating from primary school with hopes of continuing on to secondary school, 
the costs of which many of their parents are unable to afford.  Your donations to 
FKSW in 2014 amounted to more than we’ve ever received in any year during our 
eleven year history, allowing us to initiate  a  secondary school scholarship program 
with 13 students who began Form 1 (9th grade) in January. These students were 
selected on the basis of economic need and high achieivement in primary school. Their 
studies continue, thanks to you!  

A second project that will now be possible through your donations is the 
construction of a classroom at Endonyio Sidai Primary School for students in Class 7.  

 Thank you for helping make dreams come true in Kenya!   
 

 Hygiene Kits for Girls and  Mothers 
Last September, FKSW distributed 100 

feminine hygiene kits to girls at Kokwa Primary 

School at Lake Baringo. Kits were made by the 

Days For Girls team (www.daysforgirls.org) in 

Eugene.  Each kit includes shields and liners, soap, 

a washcloth and underwear in a bag, all hand sewn 

from colorful fabric. The kits are washable and 

should last for 2 or 3 years if well cared for.  

FKSW distributed 200 additional kits in 

January, to girls at Endonyio Sidai, Kachiuru, and 

Kiserian Primary Schools. At each school, the girls 

gathered in a classroom for a presentation about 

menstruation, human reproduction, and other 

issues that affect women and girls, like early marriage, unwanted pregnancy, HIV/AIDs, and FGC (female genital cutting.) At 

Endonyio Sidai and Kachiuru, mothers of the girls learned with their daughters. Irine Lechingei, a community health worker 

from Kokwa Island who helped us with the distribution in September traveled with us to each school and we invited nurses from 

the nearest clinics to collaborate with her on the presentation. All of the girls, and their mothers, were really excited to receive 

their kits.  
 

Girls at Kiserian Primary School with their Days for Girls hygiene kits. 

 

   
The nurse  at Endonyio Sidai talks to the girls and             Girls and mothers at Kachiuru                 Irine talks to mothers and girls at Kachiuru 
their mothers.    

	

	 
Alvin Pariyo 

Scholarship recipient at 
Kiserian Boys Secondary School 

http://www.daysforgirls.org/


 

 

Endonyio Sidai 
A year ago, the school committee here asked 

FKSW to match funds raised by the community 
to build an additional classroom at the Endonyio 
Sidai Primary School. We agreed, but since then a 
severe drought has held up plans for the 
community fundraiser. With no feed for their 
livestock, the men have had to take the cattle far 
afield to graze and families are living with 
significantly less income.  

In January, we decided that FKSW would 
begin construction of the classroom without the 
match from the community. Even when the rains 
arrive and the animals come home, it will take 
time for the cattle and the community to recover 
from the effects of the drought.  

Since 2006, the community and FKSW have collaborated to build 6 primary 
school classrooms and a nursery classroom here. The new class will house the  7th  

grade students, leaving just one more classroom to build for the 8th graders to fulfill 
the residents’ dream of having a primary school to serve their children.  

The parents have hired a new Early Childhood Development (nursery school) 
teacher from the community and they report that she’s doing well. She doesn’t 
have an ECD Certificate, which is required for the government to pay her salary, so 
the parents are paying her now. They asked FKSW to assist with  funds for her to 
attend a 2 year ECD teacher training course, held during the three  breaks between 
terms each year. With FKSW support, she began her training in early April.  

This year, we gave 30 primary school scholarships to students at Endonyio 
Sidai.  
 

  
 

Kachiuru 
From Endonyio Sidai, we headed north to Kachiuru. On the way, we 

stopped at the Mutuate Hospital to pick up David, a hospital nurse, to 
assist with the distribution of hygiene kits at Kachiuru Primary School. 
Irine was surprised when she recognized David as one of her instructors 
in college! David and Irine worked together on the presentation to the 
girls and to their mothers and then all received kits.  

 Other news at 
Kachiuru is the 
installation of a filter 
for the bore hole that 
was drilled last year 
with funds from the 
Community Development Trust Fund (CDTF) grant from the EU. The water 
was contaminated with salt and other minerals. The residents now have clean 
water available for the first time ever!        

The next phase of the CDTF project will be the construction of 4 new 
stone classrooms at the site of the Kachiuru Primary School.  The old wooden 
classrooms will continue in use until they can be replaced.  The teachers’ 
office, built last year, is now in use, and FKSW provided funds for desks, 
shelves, cabinets and chairs for the teachers.  

The school lunch program continues to contribute to significantly 
improved nutrition and health among the students. Forty three students 
received primary scholarships for the current school year.  

Our next goal at Kachiuru is to help construct a much needed dispensary 
through a collaboration with other stakeholders in the area.  

 

 
Endonyio Sidai mothers with their hygiene kits 

 Nurse David talks with the women and girls 

 
Sian Mulwa, the young woman who attends 
Thika School for the Blind was home for the 

distribution of the hygiene kits with her mother. 

 
Juma Hussein and his father 



 

 Rotary Grant at Kokwa Island  
Kirepari Nursery School  

In February, the Kenya Ministry of Energy 

brought power to Kirepari Nursery School with 

the installation of solar panels on the roof of the 

school.   Now, students from the community can 

come here at night to study and nursery school 

teacher Grace Koinale suggested the purchase of a 

television for community members to be able to 

watch the news and other programs. Most 

community members have never seen a TV and we 

agreed it was a good idea.  The television will be 

enclosed in a tamper-proof box and installed on  

the wall of one of the classrooms. The power will 

greatly benefit this isolated community. The 

availability of power also means that people will be 

able to charge their mobile phones without having 

to travel to the school  on other side of the island. 

 

Medical Equipment  Funds from the Rotary grant for projects on Kokwa 

Island are really making a difference!  The grant has outfitted the maternity 

ward at the dispensary with a delivery bed, a sterilizer, an intravenous fluid 

regulation device and other equipment requested by the nurse.  The grant 

provided funds to equip an ambulance boat with medical equipment needed 

for emergency transport of patients from their homes on the island either to 

the dispensary or to the mainland. The boat was also equipped with 15 life 

jackets, a fire extinguisher and other safety equipment.   

  

Kokwa Primary School Library  The Kokwa library construction is complete 

and there are books on the shelves. The teachers guided the selection of the 

materials and will submit another request for additional materials soon.  The 

wiring for the computer lab is 

complete and the library was 

ready for students when they 

returned to school from 

vacation at the beginning of 

May.  A NECOFA intern 

living on the island began 

teaching computer classes for 

teachers at the school last fall 

and they continue with their 

learning.   

 
 

AKASE Beekeeping Group 
Wilson Lemukut, the Chairman of the AKASE Beekeeping Group reported that an official from the county government 

called him recently to say that they were  interested in supporting the group’s beekeeping project on Kokwa Island. The group 

began this project in 2012, and members  have been succesful in establishing an apiary and harvesting and selling honey from 

their bees. They’ve also started several small businesses in the small building where they process the honey. Wilson said that 

some members from the county government had been to visit the project and the group  is waiting to hear back from them.  

This is wonderful news and an important step towards local support for enterprises like AKASE.    

 

 
 Kokwa Primary School Library and computer lab 

Deputy Head Teacher Johnson Leysen at the door of 
the library 

 
 Computer lab desks (photo taken before completion) 

 
The Kirepari School Committee. The young man on the left is Jarison Papa, a former 
FKSW scholarship recipient. Grace Lemukut (in black) is the teacher and Chief John 
Lemukut, is on Grace’s right.   



 

 Molo Wool Project- from Molo to Detroit 
The women of the Karunga Women’s Group have just completed a 3-week 

advanced weaving session with instructor Julius Were. With Julius’ instruction, they’ve 

become experts at weaving large cotton kikois (shawls or wraps) with intricate designs 

and their products are stunning.  They’ve already sold 17 of the kikois and are hard at 

work producing more.  

Eugene-based Swahili Imports placed another big order with the group early this 

year. Swahili sells items at trade shows and recently, the Detroit Art Museum bought 

some of the Karunga knitted animals. Gwen’s friend, Pam MacGregor, who spent 3 

weeks with the women 2 years ago teaching them felting, was surprised when she 

noticed the items on display at the museum earlier this year and recognized them as 

Karunga products. She sent us a photo.   

 The Karunga workshop, constructed three years ago, now has electricity and 

lighting and plans are underway for an addition to the first building that will include a 

storage room, office and additional workspace. Another improvement is a washbasin 

with water outside the toilet, behind the women in the photo below. 

 FKSW Scholarship Program 
 In January, with the initiation of the secondary program, we made a slight shift in focus for scholarships. We increased the 

number of primary boarding scholarships from 18 last year to 36 this year to give some students more time to study and greater 

access to assistance from their teachers.  Our hope is that more students will qualify for secondary school when they complete 

class 8.  We added 10 new primary scholarships at Kachiuru, the community with the greatest need and will continue to support 

all primary school students until they complete 8th grade. The 13 secondary scholarships were given on a sliding scale according 

to need, with FKSW giving either 100%, 80% or 50% of the funds, depending on the parents’ ability to pay the difference.  This 

will allow FKSW to provide more scholarships and give parents some of the responsibility for their children’s schooling. 

 

 

Jane Wambui models one of the woven kikois 

Karunga products at the Detroit Art Museum 

 
 

Some of the Karunga women enjoying the sunshine and each other’s company. 

  
                  Christin Lesiita            Jamlick Lenapunya              Charity Lekatai 
           Tanyileel Secondary School            Bartolimo Secondary School       Mogotio Girls’ Secondary School 
 

 

 

 



 

 

On Safari With Friends of Kenya Schools and Wildlife  
             By Maggie Donahue and Roz Slovic 

When we last visited Kenya with FKSW in 2006, the organization was 

barely three years old. Returning in early 2015, we found that much was 

familiar though there were many impressive changes. Systemic challenges 

and the obvious need for life’s necessities were still present. At the same 

time we saw healthier children, more classrooms, longer scholarship rolls, 

expanded scope and range of projects, functioning school committees and 

more involvement of women. Perhaps one of the most exciting changes 

was the collaboration that has grown between FKSW and Samuel 

Muhunyu, Director of Network for EcoFarming in Africa-Kenya  

(NECOFA.) 

 The primary purpose of our trips with FKSW was to visit each of five 

villages, checking on the status of the projects, listening to the community 

and building trust.  In contrast to our leisurely 2006 trip, our recent trip was 

all business.  Accommodations were…shall we say  “modest.”  Days started 

early, were long and usually included many hours of traveling in a sturdy van 

along endless, hot, dusty, chaotic roads.   The schedule was at times tiring 

but every meeting and visit was critical and interesting.  We learned that this is how Gwen and John spend their days each time 

they are in Kenya. 

In each community, Samuel facilitated a meeting while Gwen and 

John took notes. With all the stakeholders present, we were pleased to see 

more women included.  Together they examined the status of current 

projects, determined next steps and agreed on what the community will 

contribute.  With no fixed agenda, they took all the time that was needed  

(frequently using translators) to hear from everyone with an opinion or 

concern. Samuel’s patience and artful facilitation ensures that the goals are 

generated by the community residents and that everyone is comfortable 

with the plans. 

FKSW’s commitment to 

education remains constant and 

many positive changes were 

evident, especially during the 

scholarship distribution.  The 

children approached us with the same curiosity and interest we experienced years ago 

but looked visibly healthier with less of the reddish tinge to their hair that indicates 

malnourishment.  Parents were more involved and seemed to truly appreciate the 

opportunity FKSW is providing their children.  It was impressive to see the teachers 

working with Gwen and John to collect and use data that tracks attendance and 

academic progress to verify each child’s eligibility for a continuing scholarship. 

Having followed the Molo Wool project’s inception and progress through FKSW’s 

newsletter, it was a real treat to experience it firsthand.  Seeing the exuberant smiles of 

the women as they rushed to greet Gwen was proof of the trust and genuine caring 

that has been established between them.   Gwen’s growing proficiency with Swahili 

surely has a part in that. 

 One other critical factor remains the same. All of the good works that come from 

the relationships and collective efforts of the community members, Gwen, John, 

Samuel and many others would not be possible without FKSW’s dedicated Board of 

Directors and the generous people in the US who support FKSW’s mission. 
 

Roz and her husband Paul have been FKSW Board members since its start in 2004. Maggie is a 

longtime friend of FKSW.  This was the third trip for both of them to Kenya with FKSW.   

 
Roz at the Green Belt Movement 
compound in Nairobi with the tree planted 
in memory of her son Dan 

 
Maggie entertaining  the children 

Samuel Muhunyu, Roz Slovic and Maggie Donahue 
in Elburgon, Kenya 



 

Irine Lechingei…a mew team member at Lake Baringo 

We met Irine last September on Kokwa Island. A college graduate with a degree in 

community health, Irine was hoping to return to school for an advanced certificate as a community 

health worker which would qualify her to work with the nurse at the dispensary in her community 

on Kokwa. With Samuel’s assistance, she found a program in Community Health and Development 

in Nairobi and an FKSW donor agreed to support her studies over the next two years.  Her studies 

began in April. She will do most of her work through distance learning, but will spend time in 

Nairobi periodically for workshops, practical work and exams. In this way, she’ll be able to 

contribute her new skills to the community on the island as she pursues her education. Irine has a 

strong desire to help the members of her community, and especially the girls who attend Kokwa 

Primary School.  She is bright, articulate and has a wonderful sense of humor. We loved having her 

as a team member in January and now she works part-time on Kokwa to support our efforts there.  

 

 

 

 

Please join us in Eugene on Sunday, September 27th from 3:00 to 5:00 pm for a  
Donor Appreciation Party and Reunion in honor of YOU!  

The event will be an opportunity for us to tell you, in person, how very much we appreciate you and 
for those who have been to Kenya with us, to share  

memories and stories.  More details soon… 
 

 

 
Diana Kipaliash 

Endonyio Sidai Primary School 

15 years old  8th grade  
 

Fardhosa Halake 
Kachiuru Primary School 
8 years old   Second grade 

 
 
 

 
 

Anderson Lerumbe 
Girgir Primary School 

7 years old 

 
 
7 years old 2nd grade 

 
 

 

            It’s easy to give! 
 

 Put a check in the enclosed 
envelope (with hard copies) and 
drop it in the mail  

 Use the PayPal button on our website  
www.fksw.org)  

 

Please consider making a donation to fund 
worthwhile projects like the following…  
Scholarships for one year are:                

 $50 for primary school (uniforms, shoes, books) 

 $125 for boarding (room and board at school) 

 $500 for secondary (room, board, tuition, and supplies)  
School lunch program:  

 $500 per term at Kirepari Nursery School 

…or make an unrestricted donation in any amount 
to help with the greatest need  

 

  
Friends of Kenya Schools and Wildlife 

95363 Grimes Rd. Junction City, Oregon 97448 
www,fksw.org    gwenmey@uoregon.edu   541-998-3724    

http://www.fksw.org/
mailto:gwenmey@uoregon.edu

