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FKSW Safari January 2012 
     During our 4 weeks in Kenya, John and I traveled with our partner 

Samuel Muhunyu and colleague John Munene  to Molo, Endonyio 

Sidai, Kokwa Island, Meru, Isiolo and Archer’s Post to visit projects in 

these communities.   

We went to 21 schools and met with each of the 157 FKSW 

scholarship recipients, their parents and teachers to review the 

students’  marks,  attendance and to address any issues affecting their 

learning.  We attended a meeting of the Rotary Club of Meru with 

whom we’ll be working on a large project at Kachiuru, our 

northernmost community and took a side trip to Meru Herbs, a farmer 

cooperative that produces herbal teas, fruit juices and jams.  And we 

hosted Nancy Slye, a Virginia farmer and fiber artist who, with her son 

Ron, came to Molo to visit the Karunga Women’s Group after reading 

the article about them and their Molo Wool Project in SpinOff 

Magazine last fall.  

  Our safari was productive and fun, and since we left Kenya in 

February, there have been some major developments in the 

communities. We’ll update you on as many as we can in this newsletter!   
 

Kirepari - A New Nursery Classroom  and a New Primary School  
Fifty five youngsters ages 3 to 6 attend the Kirepari Nursery School on 

Kokwa Island. Built by the community in 2008 with the assistance of FKSW the 

one classroom could no longer accommodate all of the students. In January 

Samuel received a generous offer from Italian NGO*  ManiTese to build a 

second classroom for the school.  

Construction began in February and was completed this month. A new 

storeroom for educational materials and food supplies for the school lunch 

program (funded  by FKSW), and an office for teachers Jamrick and Grace were 

also part of the project.  The Kirepari school committee managed the construction 

and the team included men from the village whose children attend the school. 

ManiTese plans to construct a fence around the compound to protect trees that will 

be planted for shade. A toilet for the teachers is next on the list! 

At the same time, the RUKO Conservancy, a local NGO that had received funds 

from private donors for the 

community, started construction on a 

primary school adjacent to the nursery. 

Now first and second graders will 

attend school closer to home instead of walking an hour and a half across a 

steep mountain made of rough volcanic rock to the Kokwa Primary School 

on the other side of the island. The school will be registered with the 

Kenya Ministry of Education, qualifying it for government support. We 

appreciate the involvement of ManiTese and RUKO in these projects!!  

*NGO…Non Governmental Organization 
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Karunga Women’s Group Builds a Workshop 
A dream has come true for the Karunga Women’s Group.  The 35 knitters, 

spinners and weavers who participate in the Molo Wool Project now have a 
workshop!  The new building is large enough for them to meet as a group to work on 
their handicrafts and also houses their spinning wheels, looms and other supplies.  
And there is an office and a supply room, too.   

The group purchased the site for the workshop with funds from the sale of 
indigenous trees produced in a nursery they started 2 years ago with a $1000 loan 
from FKSW. A generous donor provided the funds for the building and in February, 
construction began.  

With Samuel’s guidance, four women 
managed the process, ordering materials and 

making sure the workmen stayed busy. In an early progress report, Samuel wrote 
“Beatrice, Lucy, Monica and Anastasia are supervising the work. Demand for stones 
and hard core is high and they had to compete with others. Many times they were 
failed by fundis (skilled craftsman), transporters or quarry people but I urged them to 
soldier on. They are learning the male dominated field in a hard way but it is good for 
them.”   
 The Eugene Metropolitan Rotary Club provided funding for the construction of 
two large floor looms that will give the women, who currently knit toy animals for 
sale, diversity in their products. With the new looms, they will be able to weave 
blankets, kikois (sarongs) and lengths of fabric from cotton and wool.    
 Another  special donation for the group will soon be on its way to Kenya.  Mark 
and Mari Dembrow of Eugene, who have been knitting and selling sweaters for 33 
years under the name Mari Sweaters, are  closing their  business and have offered their 
3 industrial Italian knitting machines to Karunga. Made of steel, the machines are 
manually operated and virtually indestructible. They will require little maintenance and 
the women will be able to create blankets, sweaters and other items for sale locally.  
The first machine is packed and ready to leave for  Kenya where the new workshop 
will be its home.  

The support the women have received from FKSW donors since 2007 has  
enabled them to produce and sell products that  have brought them  over $45,000 in 
income.  They say it is changing their lives! 

 

Rotary Grant Will Renovate Kachiuru Primary School  
A Rotary Foundation grant for approximately $27,000 will soon bring 

assistance and hope to the isolated community of Kachiuru. The project is a 

collaborative effort of FKSW, NECOFA, the Rotary Club of Cupertino (CA), 

the Rotary Club of Meru (Kenya) and Kenya Dream, an organization founded 

by students at Cupertino High School to support education  in Kenya.   

 In 2007, the Class of 2010 at Cupertino High voted to give 100% of their 

fundraising which would otherwise have gone to class parties, dances and the 

junior and senior prom to Help Kenya Dream with projects to upgrade school 

facilities in Kenya. Donations from Kenya Dream, the Rotary Club of 

Cupertino and the Rotary Foundation will fund the following activities at the 

Kachiuru Primary School over the next 2 years:  a feeding program for 300 

students; rehabilitation of 4 classrooms; construction of a teachers’ office, staff room, store room and library; desks, tables 

and chairs for the classrooms;  a medical camp; sanitary pads; a chicken project for parents to generate income and food;  

salary for the nursery teacher; construction of a toilet block for the girls and community and school gardens.  

On July 29th, three members of the Kenya Dream team (and one dad) will be traveling to Kenya with Gwen to visit 

Kachiuru and two other schools they are assisting in Meru: Nkubu Victory Academy and Nthimbiri Secondary School.   

They’ll also visit FKSW projects at Kokwa Island, Endonyio Sidai and Molo before heading off to Nakuru National Park 

and the Maasai Mara. Safari Njema!! 

 

 

 

Women read  the article about themselves  
and the Molo Wool Project in SpinOff 
Magazine.   

The Italian knitting machine 

 
Head Teacher Samuel Mutaberi with scholarship 

recipients 
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Endonyio Sidai Primary  School  Continues to Grow   

 
In  2007, FKSW supported the construction of a nursery classroom at 

Endonyio Sidai  and since then, the residents of  this rural Maasai community 

have not stopped  building! Each year, with community funds and the help of 

FKSW, another classroom has been added towards the  fulfillment of the 

community’s dream of a primary school for the children in grades 1-8.  

Endonyio Sidai Primary School now has  classrooms from first to fifth grade, 

so the youngest children no longer walk 1000 feet down (and back up) the 

Great Rift Valley escarpment to and from school each day.  

Funds from  FKSW donors have also provided  a water tank, girls’ and boys’ toilets, a fence around the compound,  a 

school garden and scholarships for 30 students, including a girl with a visual impairment who is attending Thika School for 

the Blind. NECOFA donated 100 neem tree seedlings to be planted at the school and Samuel and Head Teacher Jeremiah 

Kitesho are planning a field trip for students to visit Nakuru National Park and Michinda Primary School in Elburgon. Some 

of the students from Endonyio Sidai have never been away from home. It will be an exciting trip for all! 
 

Beekeeping  Project Begins on Kokwa Island  
In April, Samuel met with the Akase Self Help Group on Kokwa Island 

to talk about bees. The members, 15 women and 10 men from the five 

villages on the island, had a strong desire to work together to benefit 

themselves and their community.  When they started the  group in 2000, they 

opened a bank account and were ready for a project. But they never had the 

guidance they needed to make use of their energy and eagerness to achieve 

their vision. Awhile ago, another NGO distributed a few hives on the island 

but didn’t give the people any training or honey processing equipment. A 

$5,000 gift from an FKSW donor has given the group the help they need.  

Samuel explained that the goal of the beekeeping project is to help group 

members earn a   living and improve food security on the island. None of the 

group had ever worked with bees and knew nothing about beekeeping but they decided they’d like to learn. When they met 

with Samuel a week later, they had spoken to the elders about the project and the elders had identified a site for an apiary.    

 On May 2nd, 16 members of the group traveled to the Kenya Agricultural Institute (KARI) in Marigat to learn about 

beekeeping and honey production. After class, they visited the KARI apiary and then 

traveled to the Kapkuikui Honey Cooperative to learn more about beekeeping, honey 

production and marketing. This week, a trainer from KARI visited the group on the 

island and helped them with plans to set up the apiary.  

The donor’s gift will cover training for the group, the purchase of 40 hives, tools 

and equipment for management and harvesting of honey and for honey processing 

and packaging. The members will buy shares in the project and will eventually earn 

income from the sale of products based on their shares. Sweet!!! 

 

 

 

 

Teachers Moses Kipaliash and Jeremiah Kitesho 
and a member of the school committee 

Mothers of Endonyio Sidai Primary School Students 

Akase Self Help Group learns local about beehives.  

      Inspecting Apiary site with KARI trainer 
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Rope and Washer Pumps in Molo  
Since Molo is blessed with abundant rainfall and a high water table, people 

typically dig shallow wells in their compounds as a source of water. But the water is 
not always clean.  The wells, between 30 and 60 feet deep, are usually covered with 
wooden planks which allow dirty surface runoff to enter the wells. The wooden 
coverings easily rot posing risks to household members, children and animals. The 
drawing system also leads to contamination of the water as the containers and rope 
used to lift water from the well are often dirty.  There is also the risk of well collapse 
and the pumping mechanism itself is difficult for women and children to use.  
     Eugene Metropolitan Rotary Club and Airport Rotary Club in Eugene have 
provided grants totaling $4800 to fund a rope and washer pump project which will 
retrofit existing shallow wells by lining them with handmade bricks, installing a new 

pumping system and capping the well with concrete. These actions will enhance the ease of drawing water, protect against 
accidents and reduce the prevalence of water borne diseases in the community by providing easily accessible safe and clean 
water to 30 households in Molo.  
 

Kokwa Women’s Group   Receives Its First Grant 
 Although there are no reported cases of HIV/AIDS on Kokwa 
Island, poverty, cultural practices that include polygamy and female 
circumcision, tourism and fishing activities make the community 
vulnerable to HIV/AIDS. Low literacy levels, limited awareness and 
stigma around HIV/AIDS discourage people from seeking voluntary 
counseling and testing services from the local dispensary on the island.  

With Samuel’s assistance, the members of Matonyok Women’s 
Group applied successfully for $4200 in Constituency Development Funds 
from the local government to raise awareness on Kokwa Island about HIV/AIDS. Using traditional folksong in their Il 
Chamus language and public speaking at community gatherings, the women will meet with community leaders, hold 24 
meetings with the community at large and meet with both young women and men to teach about prevention and encourage 
all to access available services for testing and treatment if needed. This is a great accomplishment for the  group! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Vincent                                         Linda                                                 Mantina                                              Pascaline 
 

Dear FKSW Sponsors 
Because of you 157 children are going to school in Kenya.  Our parents are very happy and 

so are we.  Thank you for helping us with our education and please come visit us!          
 

Jecinta                                        Fartusa                                               Lesentei                                              Munene  
 

    

    

    Kokwa Matonyok Women’s Adult Education SHG 
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 It’s easy to give! It just takes moments to: 
 Put a check in the enclosed envelope and drop it in the mail  

 Use the PayPal button on our website  (www.fksw.org)  

 Make a gift of stock. FKSW is set up to receive gifts of stock  through 
an account at Wells Fargo Advisors. If you gift highly appreciated 
stock, you receive the market value of your stock as the gift amount 
and avoid capital gains tax on the unrealized appreciation. Let us 
know if you have questions! 

 

Stove Tree Package    $40                    
Vulnerable households (the very old; the sick; female 

and children headed; families affected by HIV/AIDS and 
those with a disability) will receive 2 stove liners with 
advanced design combustion chambers and will be guided 
by trainers to construct a clay stove. The advanced design 
of the combustion chamber nearly eliminates smoke even 
without a flue, thus preventing smoke related illnesses.  
Firewood use and the labor to obtain it will also be 
reduced. Each family will receive 100 indigenous tree 
seedlings to establish their own woodlot.  Families will 
learn how to plant and care for their trees and how to 
conserve firewood with proper drying and burning.  

 

Secondary School Scholarships          $500 
A number of students sponsored through donations to 

FKSW will be graduating from primary school in 
November. In rural areas where there are no secondary 
schools, students must board at schools a distance from 
their home. A Secondary School Scholarship will pay for 
tuition, uniforms, school fees and boarding for one year for 
a needy student  

Classroom at Endonyio Sidai               $6,000 
 The Endonyio Sidai Primary School is ready for a 
6th grade classroom. The school is built with hand 
quarried and dressed stone. It’s made to last and it‘s 
beautiful! The metal roof channels runoff from rain into 
a guttering system that fills tanks for drinking water for 
the students. Construction will be done by local fundis 
with contributions from the community.  
 

Thank you so much for your support!!! 

Please consider making a contribution to help fund worthwhile 
         projects like the following… 

 
Nancy Slye, a Virginia sheep farmer and fiber artist with 
Rahab Wangui during a visit to the Molo Wool Project in 

January  

 

  

 

 
Friends of Kenya Schools and Wildlife 

95363 Grimes Rd. Junction City, Oregon 97448 
www,fksw.org    gwenmey@uoregon.edu   541-998-3724  

…or make an unrestricted donation in any 
amount to help with the greatest need 
 

 Kidogo kidogo hujaza kibaba…Little by little we fill the can 

Little boy and a boat at Kiserian, Lake Baringo  

http://www.fksw.org/
mailto:gwenmey@uoregon.edu


 

 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
Frien ds of Kenya Schools and Wildlife 
95363 Grimes Rd 
Junction City, Oregon 97448 

FKSW Donor  Philip Motchman 

Philip Motchman was born in Nairobi, Kenya  in 1926. He lived with his parents, who 
were both accountants, in a house on Selous Road on a hillside overlooking the Athi Plains 
“that had masses of game, even the odd lion.” Recalling his boyhood, Philip says “there was a 
group of 6 or 8 of us and we did most things, catching tadpoles, pretending to hunt the zebra 
and gazelle on the plains, wandering around the airport to see if we could cadge some 
“fabric” or cart off parts of air craft.  Besides risking our health by paddling around doubtful 
creeks, there were other activities like getting as close as possible to the quarry before they did 
any blasting!” 

 Philip went to school in Kenya and South Africa, spent some time in the Navy and 
eventually became a surveyor. The job gave him an opportunity to see most of Kenya. One 
of his assignments was to help with a survey of about a million acres in Laikipia where he said 
“early morning was like champagne…brisk and crystal clear.”  

Today, Philip lives in Penticton, British Columbia. One of his close friends there is 
Jenny Heald, the sister of our first partner Mike Lawrence. Jenny and her husband Gerald 
were also surveyors in Kenya and visiting us told Philip about FKSW. He has been a donor 
since 2006. His wonderful letters often include reminiscences of his early years in Kenya. 
Philip is happy to be able, through FKSW, to help the people in what he calls “My Kenya.” Philip as a boy in Kenya in his King 

Scout uniform with his dog Ginger 

 

KACHIURU PRIMARY SCHOOL 

P.O. BOX 202  
LAARE,  

13/04/2012 

TO: FKSW/NECOFA 
 

RE: APPRECIATION 
 

On behalf of Kachiuru primary school and the entire community, I wish to thank you for the 
unlimited support you have continued to give to our school. 
 

We appreciate the annual visits that you pay to the school and the scholarships that you give to the 

needy pupils. This has really transformed the lives of many and improved their altitude towards 

education.  
 

Additionally, we salute you for the assistance that you gave in construction of desks. This gave the 

school a totally new face because pupils seating on stones is now history. 

  
Best of luck in all your endeavors.  
 

LONG LIVE FKSW!!!  LONG LIVE NECOFA!!! 

 

Samuel Mutaberi, Head Teacher 

 

 


