
 
                                                                                         

 

 Endonyio Sidai                             May 2017 
As we arrived at Endonyio Sidai Primary School, the first stop on 

our January safari, we received a warm welcome from students,  parents 
and school committee members. Isaac Kipapei, the school committee 
chairman, gave us a brief tour of the school compound and then we all 
gathered in one of the classrooms for a lengthy discussion that focused 
on activities in the community and on project updates.  

One topic of discussion was the Head Teacher, who was not in 
attendance. After discovering that he had misappropriated funds that 
were meant for the purchase of desks for the school, the committee had 
written a letter to the Ministry of Education asking for action, and 
FKSW partner Samuel Muhunyu had done the same.  Consequently, the 
Ministry removed him from his position and told him to reimburse the 
school for the missing funds. At the end of January, new desks arrived at 
the school and in February, the community welcomed John Kimani, the 
new Head Teacher. 

 

 During the meeting, the community asked FKSW to help repair a dysfunctional 
water system that had been built to bring water from a nearby borehole to a tank near 
the school. Some of the piping from the borehole was broken and needed 
replacement. They also requested a new line from the tank to the washbasin near the 
school toilets where there was no running water. With funds from a donor, the 
project was completed in March with the installation of a water filter donated by an 
Italian NGO. With water available at the school, the community initiated a school 

lunch program.   
The committee identified 

several children with disabilities 
who are not in school and asked 
us to assist them with evaluations 
of the children for potential 
school placement. An important 
part of  FKSW’s mission is to  
support students with disabilities 
and, 17 year old Sian Mulwa, a 
girl from this community, has 
been receiving  an FKSW 
scholarship to attend Thika 
School for the Blind since 2013. 
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Meeting with parents and the school committee 

 Students bring desks for the meeting 

 
So nice to be able to wash hands! 

 
Parents at Endonyio Sidai Primary School waiting to receive scholarships 
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Kachiuru  

Kachiuru Medical  Dispensary 
The painter was putting the last strokes of yellow paint on the final wall of the 

dispensary when we arrived at Kachiuru, the second stop on our safari. Funded by 
WideAwake.org, a US non-profit, construction on the building began last September.  
Four rooms will accommodate a pharmacy, an examination room, a room for patients who 
need to stay for a short while and the fourth will serve as a temporary home for the nurse 
hired by the Ministry of Health.    

Government and County medical officers visited the school while we were there to 
inspect the building and make a list of furnishings, medical equipment and supplies that 
were necessary before the dispensary could open. WideAwake.org donated the funds in 
February to fulfill these requirements. As soon as everything is in place, hopefully by mid-
May, the nurse will come and the facility will be open to the public.  FKSW funds 
constructed a toilet next to the building.  With the nearest health facility 3 hours away, the 
Kachiuru Dispensary will provide critical health services not only to the immediate 
community but also for others who live in the surrounding area. Many thanks to 

WideAwake.org for helping the 
community realize its dream for 
accessible health care!  
 
A Third Classroom for the Primary School  
 Wide Awake.org also donated $10,000 in February to build another 
primary school classroom at Kachiuru.  With the first two rooms 
competed at the end of 2015, and with funding in place now for a third, 
that means we need funding for just 5 additional classes to complete the 
school. Currently, children in grades 1-6 attend classes in the old wooden 
school and classes 7 and 8 are taught in the new classrooms.  

 
Dispensary toilet 

 
Kachiuru Medical Dispensary completed in January 

 
Health officials at community meeting 

 
New school in the front, old school in the back 

 
Studying in one of the new classrooms 
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 Kokwa Island  
 

 
Parents and students at Kokwa Primary School waiting for the distribution of scholarships 

 
Waiting for scholarships at Kokwa Primary  

 
Meeting with Kokwa Primary School committee 

Scholarships 
Scholarships are FKSW’s largest budget item and this year our 

investment in children’s education through scholarships comes to  
$21,000! And thanks to our wonderful donors, for the 2017 school 
year, all 145 students in 35 schools have a sponsor! This includes: 94 
students in primary school, 23 in boarding (at primary school) and 28 in 
high school.   

We took some of the photos on this page at Kokwa Primary 
School the day parents came to receive the scholarships for their 
children.  While we distributed the scholarships, the school committee, 
with NECOFA and FKSW representatives, met with the parents and 
teachers of students who marks were low last year or who had poor 
attendance. Illness is a frequent cause of poor performance, but some 
parents may keep students home to care for siblings or elderly family 
members or to go fishing to feed the family.  

With parents, class teachers and the student, we evaluate each 
situation and if the reasons for low marks or poor attendance indicate a 
lack of responsibility on the parents’ part to make sure  the students 
attend school, they receive a warning or even a suspension of the 
scholarship, until the marks or attendance improve. In cases of illness, 
we help the students receive access to appropriate medical care.  

Across the lake from Kokwa Primary School, on the mainland, 
students at Kiserian Primary School also receive scholarship support.  
Many of the students here have been displaced from their homes in 
other communities because of ethnic violence.  Their families have 
settled at Kiserian, starting over after having lost everything they 
owned. It often takes several years of living in a secure location for the 
families to recover. But the children’s smiles belie the trauma they’ve 
endured.  

 
Students at Kiserian Primary School 

 
Kiserian students 
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Kirepari  Primary School 
 The seemingly endless process to register the 
Kirepari Primary School with the Ministry of 
Education is finally coming to an end. Officers 
visited recently to evaluate the school’s compliance 
with government requirements. The list of tasks to 
meet the standards included a medical exam for the   
cook, who prepares lunch for students, (this will 
happen every 6 months), plastering and painting of 
rough walls, construction of another toilet for the 
teachers and the addition of 2 water tanks. 
   Although the school is operating now, 
registration will bring additional resources 
including government teachers and educational  
materials and supplies.  The cook has had her exam 
and was given a clean bill of health, and the other 
tasks are underway.   We’re anticipating that the 
school will be registered in the next few weeks.             
   
 Fencing for the Dairy Goats   

 
 

 
Kirepari Nursery (right)  and Kirepari Primary School (left) 

 
The goat and  cow “house” with the shed for hydroponic forage on the left 

 
One of the Kirepari dairy goats 

 
The cow and her calf, born last  August 

One of the projects supported by a Rotary grant at Kirepari  
provided dairy goats and a pregnant cow for the Kirepari Women’s 
Group to produce milk for the children in the community. Besides adding 
another source of nutrition to the children’s diet, the women sell  milk to 
residents of Kirepari, creating income to meet their families’ needs.    

When the animals came to Kirepari,  workers built a livestock shed 
and compound with a fence around it to keep the goats and cows 
contained, but more importantly to prevent the local goats on the island 
from stealing food, impregnating the hybrid goats and eating the tree 
seedlings planted in the school compound.  

In spite of the fence, the mischievous local goats managed to find 
their way under, over and through the perimeter fence. So a second fence 
has been built to thwart their attempts. Workers completed it in March  
and so far, all is well! 

The Il Chamus people of Kirepari are related to the Maasai, for 
whom a major portion of their diet is milk. Living on an island with little 
nutritious vegetation makes keeping cattle difficult here and so this 
project is a very important addition to the community.  A hydroponics 
activity for producing fodder is part of the grant but has not yet begun 
and in the meantime, a NECOFA team member is donating hay from his 
farm to feed the animals. Many thanks to the Rotary Club of Newport for 
initiating this project which is helping to address the health and economic 
needs at Kirepari! 
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Raymond Lesiyon is Heading to Michigan State!  
In the November 2016 newsletter, we told the story of Raymond 

Lesiyon, a young man from Kokwa Island who graduated from high 
school in 2015 with an almost perfect score on the Kenya National Exam 
for high school graduates. Raymond's family didn't have the resources to 
send him to university so instead, he was taking computer classes.  His 
story surfaced in 2016 when he served as a guide for a project on Kokwa 
Island implemented by FKSW's partner, NECOFA.  

Raymond was invited to join other recent high school graduates in a 
program sponsored by the Education and Empowerment Program 
(EaSEP) in Kenya, a non-profit that selects 10 young people each year and 
tutors them for 4 weeks in preparation for applying to American 
universities with the hope of receiving a 4 year scholarship. Tutoring is 
provided for the students in Kenya by a Eugene-based non-profit, the East 
African Scholars Fund, directed by Janet Heinonen.  

During the summer of 2016, Raymond's scores on practice tests, like the SAT, rose from the bottom of the class to near the 
top.  He applied to several universities in the US and on April 12, he received notification from Michigan State University informing 
him that he was one of 20 applicants, out of hundreds, who had been awarded a scholarship through the MasterCard Foundation 
Scholars Program. The scholarship will provide Raymond with financial support for fees, tuition, uniforms, transportation, books, 
supplies, accommodation and stipends for 4 years. Raymond plans to study Biosystems Engineering  and hopes  to use his learning 
and the leadership skills he will learn to benefit his community at Kokwa Island. Congratulations Raymond!! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hayo ni  yote kwa sasa!   
That’s  a l l  for now!  

Please consider making a donation to fund 
worthwhi le projects l ike the fol lowing…  
 
Scholarships for one year are:                

• $50 for primary school (uniforms, shoes, books) 
• $125 for boarding (room and board at school) 
• $500 for secondary (room, board, tuition, and supplies)  

School lunch program:  
• $800 per term at Kirepari Nursery School (3 terms per year) 

 

…or make an unrestricted donation in  any 
amount to help with the greatest need… 

Thank you! !  

	
  

Fr iends of Kenya Schools and Wi ld l ife  
95363 Grimes Rd.  Junction City ,  Oregon 97448 

www,fksw.org    gwenmey@uoregon.edu   541-998-3724 
  

 
Kachiuru kidlet 

“I just saw Congratulation in the email and I knew finally good news has arrived on our table. I first 
went down to say thank you to God before I read the whole email.  I am really happy. I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.”   Raymond Lesiyon, upon receiving his acceptance email from Michigan 
State University 

 
Raymond Lesiyon and his  mom 
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FKSW HAS A NEW WEBSITE! !    
 Two weeks ago, we launched FKSW’s beautuiful new website!  Please take a look if you 
haven’t seen it already.  www.fksw.org  You’ll meet the members of our FKSW team,  read 
about the activities in the communities we serve and learn more about our scholarship program. 
A blog will keep you updated on the latest news.  It’s also easeir to donate! Many thanks to Katie 
Dwyer,  our wonderful designer for her creativity and expertise!  
 One of the best things about the site is the many beautiful photos taken by a new FKSW 
team member, Peter Huynh. Peter came to Kenya with us for the first time last August, traveling  
with three other members  of Kenya Dream, a US non-profit from California that has donated 
funds to several major FKSW projects since 2012. We documented the team’s visit in the 
November 2016 newsletter.  After returning home, Peter decided  that  he hadn’t had enough of 
Kenya and even though he had just moved to Sydney, Australia at the New Year, he flew to 
Kenya a few days later and joined us for 10 days, taking photographs throughout our travels for 
use on our website, in FKSW newsletters and in presentations.  Most of the photographs in 
this issue of the newsletter are Peter’s and you can see many other examples of his stunning 
artistry displayed on the FKSW website.  We’re so fortunate to have Peter on the team!   
 
 
 
 
 

	
  

Fr iends of Kenya Schools and Wi ld l ife 
95363 Grimes Rd.  
Junction City ,  OR 97448 

 
Photographer Peter Huynh  

 
 


